
CRUCIFIED LIVING - GAL. 2:20

Biblical Paradoxy #7

The caterpillar slowly crawls out to the end of the branch or the underside of the leaf.   When it has found the place of its choosing, it ejects a liquid from its body and lays a button of sticky goop on the branch.  The sticky liquid dries attaching itself like glue to the branch.  The caterpillar then grabs that button with hooks on its rear legs and swings free, head towards the ground.  The pupa that has already formed under the caterpillar's skin now begins to swell, splitting the skin open.  After the inner pupa has disposed of the skin, a hard shell immediately forms around the caterpillar.  To all outward appearances, the caterpillar has entombed itself, ending its life.

But an amazing phenomenon is happening inside that cocoon.  With some species, the change only takes a couple of weeks; with others, it takes a whole season.  But eventually, when the change is complete, another fluid is ejected which loosens the new creature from the inner cocoon wall, the thorax swells to crack open the shell, and the most beautiful and graceful of all of the insects struggles to free itself from  its former tomb to be revealed to the world as a colorful butterfly.  It is through death that this new life has been formed - for the caterpillar must die ceasing to be a caterpillar so that the butterfly might live.

And not only is the appearance of the butterfly completely different from the former caterpillar, but the creature's nature is completely changed as well.  Whereas the caterpillar had formerly been a pest, destructive to crops and feared by farmers, the butterfly now is very useful, carrying pollen from flower to flower to spread beauty throughout the world.

This principle of life coming out of death is the norm in the natural world around us.  All plants grow as a seed is planted in the ground and dies to itself, ceasing to become a seed, so that new life can be formed and it can multiply itself in much fruit.   Animal life is sustained by either plants giving up their existence as food to the growing creatures or as animals devour one another in the food chain.  In either case, death occurs so that life can be sustained.

The Apostle Paul uses this argument from nature to illustrate the necessity of human death.  In his analogy found in 1 Corinthians 15, he speaks of the body being like a seed planted in the ground when a person dies.  But God will raise that body to eternal life on that great resurrection morning.  Life will come forth from death.

With the consistency of this process in the natural world that God has created, it should not surprise us to find that God has designed that the highest quality of life that can be lived here on this earth is lived through death.  It sounds paradoxical, doesn't it?  Life coming through death.  But that is God's consistent design.  Crucified Living.
     Throughout these summer Sunday mornings, we have been looking at Biblical Paradoxy‑ statements that the Bible gives that appear to be contradictory to us.  *You save your life by losing it.  You sure don't hear that message promoted, but that is exactly what Christ told his disciples.

*The first shall be last and the last first.  Greatness in the kingdom of God is measured in service to others ‑ World says greatness is found by being served by others;  God says it is found in serving others

*Foolishness brings wisdom‑ 1 Cor. 3:18.  What the world considers great wisdom is foolishness in God's sight.

*Paul said he was dwelling below while he was seated above.  All the time he was active in service for the Lord here on this earth, his true citizenship was in heaven above.  

*Joyful Trials.  James encourages us to be joyful in the midst of our trials for great blessing can come from trials.

*And last week, we looked at the unusual statement of Paul in 2 Cor. 12.  When I am weak, then I am strong.  Paul realized that when he thought he was strong in the flesh, then he was really weak in God's eyes.  But when he  became weak in his own natural strength, then he was really strong in God’s eyes.


Now this morning we come to the paradox of Crucified Living – living this earthly life to its fullest by dying to self.

TURN TO GALATIANS 2:20 WITH ME.

Paul wrote this epistle to a group of Christians living in north-central Asia Minor (present day Turkey).  These believers had the assurance that they had been born again into God's family.  But they were being tempted to drift back into former lifestyles.  In doing so, they were losing the power and quality of life that Christ intended for them to have as his followers.

There are many people who have trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior who are continuing to live their lives according to their former patterns of life.  They wonder why they don't have the contentment and peace and joy that the Bible talks about.   Some are living this way out of ignorance.  They think that Christ came only to provide eternal life for his followers - to only provide a way of escape from hell.  They have never been taught that God's design for his children is to not only have eternal life in the future, but to also have abundant life here on the earth right now.  Others are living this way out of indifference.  They have become so wrapped up in the cares of this temporal world that they have lost their perspective, their spiritual vision.   But whatever the reason, we all need to be reminded of Paul's message to the people in Galatia - that the highest quality of life comes only through death to self.

Listen to the Apostle's words here in Galatians 2:20:  I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
1.  Now Paul begins this verse by speaking of a past truth - I have been crucified with Christ -  past, perfect tense.  Something that has already happened in time.

When we first read these words, we are amazed - and even think it somewhat ostentatious of the Apostle Paul to claim the position that he does.  After all, Christ's death was unique in all history - how could Paul be so brash as to identify himself with it.   And Christ's death had occurred a couple of decades before these words were originally penned by Paul - how could Paul think that he was there with Christ.  And when it had occurred, Paul was not even a follower of Christ - he had rejected God's Messiah and was even opposed to his message and followers - Paul wouldn't have even wanted to identify with Christ when he was crucified.  How could Paul now claim to be a participant in this unique death of the Son of God?

Well, God had revealed to Paul a truth that is critical for every Christian to see.  God had shown Paul the representative nature of Christ's death on the cross.   The Bible tells us that the Lord Jesus came as the 2nd Adam.   Just as the first man created had a natural relationship representing all of us for we all would come from him so he would pass his human nature down to all of us, so the Lord Jesus Christ had a natural relationship representing all of us who would be born again into God's family for we all would be in Christ.  The Bible makes this truth very clear.  Romans 5:19 says, For just as through the disobedience of the one man (Adam) the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man (Jesus) the many will be made righteous.
You see, in a very literal sense, Adam represented all of us when he willfully sinned against God.   When Adam chose to disobey God, he became a sinner.  His nature was changed.  So when he had children and passed on that nature to them, instead of passing on the righteous nature that he had been given by God at creation, Adam passed on a sinful nature that was prone towards disobedience against God.  Every single one of us has been born with a sinful nature, just like Adam's after he sinned.  So, in a very real sense, we could say that we all sinned in Adam as our representative.  When he sinned, he acted on behalf of all of us.

Now the Lord Jesus Christ came as the second Adam.  He came to straighten what Adam had perverted.  He came to pay the penalty for man's sin so that our natures could become pure before God once again.   As we receive the Lord Jesus Christ into our lives as our personal saviors, the Bible says that we become a new creation.  This new creation as a son of God does not have a sinful nature.  It has the very nature of the Lord Jesus Christ.   So, in a very real sense, we could say that all of us who are followers of Christ were crucified with Him as our representative.  When he died upon the cross of Calvary, he acted on behalf of all of us who are God's children.

Now the difficult tension that we face at this present time results from the fact that while we are here on this earth we are still Adam's children as well as Christ's children.  We still have this earthly body that has descended from Adam.  So, we still have the sinful nature that we have received from Adam as our human representative.  This nature is defiled and sinful, desiring only to feed itself.  But we also have been born again into God's family through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ so we have God's divine nature that we have received from the Lord Jesus Christ.   This nature is pure and sinless, desiring only to please God.   We have received this nature from Christ as our representative.  So we have a tension within us at this present time, and this tension will continue until we die and leave this earthly body to receive a resurrected body in our glorified state.

Now it shouldn't be that difficult for us to understand this representative nature of  Christ's death for we live in a country that is governed by representation all of the time.  We are in the middle of an election year and are seeing and hearing all different kinds of advertisements trying to persuade us to elect either Senator Kerry or President Bush to represent us for the next 4 years.  

But it might be helpful for us to go back even farther in our country’s history to illustrate this representative concept.  We are able to worship publicly this morning and I am able to stand here preaching from God's word because we have certain rights as citizens of this great land.  We have the freedom to worship God freely as we choose, and we have the right of free speech, to speak from our hearts as our consciences dictate.  We have these, and many other freedoms, because our forefathers, from whom we have descended as a nation, guaranteed those freedoms in a document that we call the Bill of Rights.  When our forefathers signed that Bill of Rights, they signed it not only for themselves, but they signed it representing all of us who would be United States citizens.  Therefore, we can say that we signed the Bill of Rights in our Representatives and we, therefore, have all of the consequences that come from that bill - in this case the blessings of freedom of worship and free speech.

In like manner, all of us who have been descended from Adam (which includes every human being) sinned in Adam as our representative and so we bear the consequence of that action having a sinful nature.  And all of us who have been descended spiritually from Christ (which includes all who have been born again into the family of God) were crucified with Jesus as our representative and so we receive all of the blessings that come from Christ's death upon the cross.   This is a powerful and wonderful truth that will have a tremendous impact on our life as we begin to understand it.
2.  So we must now move with Paul from the past truth to the present experience.  I have been crucified with Christ (past tense) and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me (present tense).   Because I died with Christ, Paul says, this allows Christ to live in me.

Now this is a wonderful truth that we must clearly see.  When Christ died upon the cross, he completely defeated the depravity of sin, death and the Devil.  Christ paid for the guilt and penalty of sin in full; he conquered death; and he completely defeated the Devil.   Since we died with Him, we also have all of the privileges and blessings of His victory.   We do not have to live under the imprisoning slavery of sin in our lives, we have been released from the fear of death knowing that we are guaranteed a resurrection body in the future, and we no longer are a slave of the Devil - we can resist his temptations victoriously.

Now in the immediate context, Paul is addressing specifically the ability that the Christian has to be freed from the bondage of his sinful nature.  The sinful nature that we have received from Adam tempts us to sin.  It desires to feed itself.  It will imprison us with all kinds of self-destructive habits if we allow it to.  But the glorious truth that Paul is bringing out in this passage is that we don't have to be imprisoned by our fleshly natures.  Christ died upon the cross of Calvary paying the penalty of sin in full.  He was our representative so we died with him.  So we now have all of the spiritual power that is necessary to be freed from the bondage of sin in our lives right now.  Because we died with Christ, it is now possible for Christ to live in us.

It's a wonderful thing when some cure is discovered for a serious illness.   Before the 19th century, when people got a serious infection, it was usually a life-threatening situation.  The germs would grow and multiply.  Gangrene would often set in.  And many people died as a result.  But then Alexander Fleming made a revolutionary observation in 1928.  Some mold had grown on a culture of common germs that he had by mistake.  Fleming noticed that the germs around the mold were dissolving.  This lead him to intentionally grow some mold on broth and put some drops of the broth in test tubes that contained the bacteria that causes diseases.  As Fleming noticed the ability of the broth to resist the growth of the bacteria, Penicillin was born and a new age of antibiotic medicine was ushered in.  What a blessing Fleming's alert observation has been to all of us.  For today, we don't have the same fear of infections that people once had, for we now have something that is more powerful than the bacteria which can stop the infection.

Before Christ came to earth, there was no cure for man's sinful nature.  But then the Lord Jesus Christ came to this earth and lived a perfect life resisting every temptation victoriously.  And he went to the cross of Calvary as the spotless Lamb of God to sacrifice himself so that the disease of sin could be cured.  Christ paid the penalty for sin.  And he did that representing all who would be in him, all who would be a part of his body, all who would be true members of his church.  Therefore, with the Apostle Paul, every single one of us who know the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord can say, I have been crucified with Christ.    And we likewise have the opportunity to have Christ living through us.

Now the question that becomes very practical and relevant at this point is how do we make this glorious truth a reality in our lives?  After all, as helpful as the penicillin is, it still doesn't have a practical effect until it is injected into our bodies.  A person can know of the healing powers of penicillin and die of infection with a bottle of penicillin sitting on the table right beside his bed.  Likewise, a person can know that the Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross for him and still live in bondage to sin.  How does the Christian appropriate the truth that Paul is speaking of here to his or her life?

3.  This brings us to the conclusion of the verse.  For we would expect Paul to give us the link between the past truth and the present experience, wouldn't we?  Listen to Paul's concluding words here.    The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.  There we have the key to living the crucified life - we allow the Lord Jesus Christ to live through us by faith.

Now this concept of having new life through faith is not new to any Christian.  For this is how a person becomes a Christian in the first place.  How does a person become a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ?  A person first hears about the historic truths of Christ's substitutionary death upon the cross of Calvary.  A person learns that Jesus Christ came as the Son of God to voluntarily offer himself as a sin sacrifice for man.  Faith comes through hearing the word of God according to Romans 10:17.  As the person hears the truth of Christ's substitutionary death, the Holy Spirit of God begins to work in his or her heart, convicting of sin and making the truth clear so that it is understandable to them.  The Holy Spirit then brings that individual into new life into the family of God as that person expresses believing faith in the truths that have been learned.  It is not enough to just know the facts about Christ's death.  Those truths must be accepted and received personally.  Those who have received Jesus Christ have been given the authority to become the Sons of God according to John 1:12.   As a person acts upon the truth that has been received in faith, that person becomes a child of God, a member of God's family.

Now what is often forgotten is the simple fact that we live the Christian life the same way that we become a Christian.  Faith is not just a necessary vehicle in becoming a believer, it is an indispensable way of life for a true Christian.  Paul told the church at Colossae to live the Christian life in the same way that they were born into the family of God.  So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him (Col. 2:6).   In another place, he reminded the church at Rome that the life pleasing to God was a continuous life of faith.  The righteous will  live by faith. (Rom. 1:17).  So it should not surprise us in the least to hear the Apostle Paul say that we experience the truth of having been crucified with Christ by having Christ live through us by faith.

Now I would invite you to turn to the passage that we read as our Scripture reading just a few minutes ago for Paul is speaking about this same truth in Romans 6.  We need to turn to this passage because Paul outlines in more detail here just how we experience this truth by faith.  READ Romans 6:6-14 - For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin - because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.  Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.  For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again;  death no longer has mastery over him.  The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.  In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  Therefore, do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.  Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.  For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law but under grace.
Now do you see the pattern that Paul gives here?  In order to experience Christ's crucified power in victory over sin a person must know the truth that Christ paid the penalty in full for his sin and that he died in Christ as his representative, a person must believe that truth to be true - he must count or reckon himself to be dead to sin, and that person must act on his belief by refusing to present his body as a slave to sin but rather by presenting himself to God to be an instrument of His righteousness.

If a person tries to be victorious over the flesh without the power of the cross, he will fail.  It is impossible for us to have victory over the flesh in the flesh.  So our resolutions to not let sin reign in our bodies that are made in the flesh are doomed from the start.  But when we appropriate the power that we have in Christ Jesus, when we appropriate the power of Christ's victory over sin achieved on the cross of Calvary, when we appropriate the position that we have having been crucified with Him as our representative, then an amazing thing begins to happen in our lives.  We find that the power of this fleshly nature that had been so controlling is broken.  We begin to live a life dead to sin and Christ begins to live his resurrected life through us.

Now I wish that I could say that this was a one time act.  That all we have to do is make this decision once and for all and it is done.  That we would never sin again.  But such is not the case.  As long as we are living in these earthly bodies that we have received from Adam, that bear his nature, we are going to be tempted to sin.  So the pattern that we have spoken of here must be one that we continually practice - every time we are tempted by the flesh.  If we fail to practice this pattern, the flesh is going to gain a victory and we will sin.  But Christ has provided all that we need to have victory over the flesh.  So Paul could write with confidence that there is no temptation that we will face without a way of escape (1 Cor. 10:13).
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