THE LORD’S NEW THING – Isaiah 43:16-19

New Year, 2005

Thomas Edison, along with Henry Ford and a handful of other innovative pioneers in the late 1800’s, are the influential people who are credited with the industrial strength that we have as a nation today.  They were the ones who set the course and direction for manufacturing in our country.  The youngest of 7 children, the difficulties that Edison had with his learning disabilities as a child are well documented.  But he persevered through hard work using his creative mind to become a world-famous figure in his 30’s and a millionaire in his 40’s.  It was he who was credited with the famous quote Genius is 1% inspiration and 99% perspiration.  Edison has over 1,000 U.S. patents for his inventions and thousands of other patents from 2 dozen other nations.  Power companies even to this day bear his name.  When he passed away in October of 1931, at President Hoover’s request lights were dimmed that night in homes all across our nation to remind people of the heritage that this great innovator had given to his countrymen.


There is one specific scene in the life of Thomas Edison that is my personal favorite.  I like this anecdote because it gives insight into the attitude that characterized him throughout his life and certainly provides a good example for all of us.  It was 1914 – Thomas Edison was 67 year old.  He was walking back home late at night from his lab when a messenger ran up behind him.  In an almost breathless voice, the runner informed Edison that his laboratory was on fire.  By the time the great inventor got back to his lab, the flames were shooting out of the windows and breaking through the roof as many of the volatile chemicals had already exploded and a crowd had already gathered including his son, Charles.


Now this laboratory is still recognized as being the prototype of all modern scientific laboratories today.  It contained a 3 story office housing thousands of scientific journals and books.  It provided space for chemical, mechanical and electrical experiments to be conducted in a controlled environment.  Edison’s laboratory was priceless.  That which was going up in flames before the eyes of the onlookers literally couldn’t ever be replaced.  Edison had worked his entire life to build this laboratory.  How would this brilliant inventor respond when he first saw this fire?  Thomas Edison’s initial response was remembered by his son, Charles.  Quick, go get your mother Charles.  She will never have the opportunity to see fire anything like this one again.  


Now at first we can see why Edison might have had such a response.  After all, he was 67 years old.  And the pressure that he faced daily must have been enormous.  Expectations were very high for the inventor by this time in his life.  People expected him to come up with a new invention on almost a weekly basis.  His laboratory burning down could have been his out – the perfect excuse for retirement.  The laboratory wasn’t insured against loss.  And Edison had certainly made his contribution to society.  He had made the telephone usable for the common person, he had light up homes, he not only had invented motion picture technology and made the first movie, he controlled the motion picture industry at this time, he had brought music into homes through his phonograph, he had invented batteries and cement and so many other blessings that we just take for granted today that they can’t all be named – no one could ask any more of a person.  Certainly, everybody would have understood if the brilliant inventor would have called it quits and retired to comfortable living.  But Thomas Edison didn’t do that.  After he and his wife watched the laboratory burn to the ground, Edison stayed up that entire night, not grieving or second guessing whether he might have caused the fire before he left the lab, but rather drawing up new plans for a new laboratory.  By morning, his plans were complete.  When his close friend, Henry Ford, visited the next day to express condolences and saw the attitude of the inventor and the plans for a new laboratory, Ford took out his checkbook on the spot and advanced Edison $750,000 to begin construction of the new lab at once.  For the next 17 years, Thomas Edison would continue to use his God-given abilities for the benefit of us all and would build a legacy for others to build upon.


One of the reasons for Thomas Edison’s phenomenal success is the simple fact that he wasn’t afraid to make a new start.  Even at the age of 67 after he had lost everything, Edison had the courage to start all over again.  His attitude is seen clearly in his response to a reporter writing an article on the development of the light bulb.  The reporter asked the great inventor if he hadn’t experienced discouragement having failed in over 2,000 experiments before the light bulb was invented.  Thomas Edison just smiled and replied, I never failed once.  The making of the light bulb was just a 2,000 step process.

People who are successful in life are people who are not afraid to start out new over and over again in their lives.   God wants for us to be successful in the path that He has chosen for us.  So it shouldn’t surprise us at all to find His emphasis again and again in the Bible on the importance of making a fresh start.  As we come to the last Sunday of 2004,  many of us need to make some fresh starts in life as we head into 2005.  I would like to direct your attention to a passage from one of the Major Prophets that gives us  3 helpful principles in making that fresh start.


My text for this morning is Isaiah 43:16-19.  Listen as I read it for you.


This is what the LORD says-- he who made a way through the sea, a path through the mighty waters, who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together, and they lay there, never to rise again, extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: "Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new thing!    Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.


Now this is an amazing paragraph to find from the pen of Isaiah.  For the first 39 chapters of this book have dealt with God’s judgment for the sins of His people.  God was not happy with the direction that the nation Israel had taken.  Because of their stubborn rebellion against Him and their constant coveting of other gods, God had already decreed that they were destined for a period of exile in captivity.  But in the last segment of his prophecy, Isaiah now turns the people’s attention to the fresh start that God desires for them – the new thing that God would like to do for them both nationally and personally.  Now in order to experience this exciting new thing that the Lord desired for them, God’s people would have to be willing to do 3 things that are either specifically mentioned or implied strongly in this passage.  These are the same 3 responses that we must have if we are truly to make to fresh start for this New Year.


First, we must be willing to forget the past.   Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past verse 18 reads.


Most people are hindered from making the fresh starts that they really would like to make in life because they become too obsessed with past failures.  These are people that begin to picture God as  a divine being who is stuck on their past, reminding them over and over again of all of their past failures and mistakes.  We need to realize that God is far more interested in our future than He is in our past.  That is the reason for His provision of forgiveness for the sins of our past.  God has promised to remove our sins as far as the east is from the west to be remembered against us no more.  He is not a God that delights in continually saying I told you so!  He rather is a God who delights in covering up our iniquities with His love so that we can begin again with a fresh slate.  If we are willing to confess our sins admitting them freely to God, He has promised to forgive us and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness according to 1 John 1:9.


Now this doesn’t mean that we can magically avoid all consequences of sin in our lives.  Sometimes we must bear the consequences of sins that we have committed because we must reap what we sow.  But we needn’t live our lives bogged down with an obsession of our past failures.  If God has removed our past sins to be remembered against us no more, than certainly we should be willing to put them behind us as well.


If anyone should have been tempted to become obsessed with past failures, it was the Israelites at this time.  God had given to them freedom from slavery in Egypt and a wonderful land flowing with milk and honey.  But they had thrown all of these blessings away and were now awaiting bondage again.  Only this time their prison would be Babylon rather than Egypt.  Yes, they would have to bear the consequences of their sins as we all do.  But in the midst of all of this God promises to do a new thing for them – to give them a fresh, new start.  So they were to forget the former things and not dwell on the past.  So we must also follow this wise advice from the prophet if we are to successful in making a fresh, new start in life.


But notice now in the second place, we must follow the Lord if we are to truly make a new start in life.

The Lord says, I am doing a new thing.  He does not say it is time for you to do a new thing.  The Lord says, I am doing a new thing.  He does not say it is time for you to gather up your strength and make a new resolution for yourself.  The Lord says, I am doing a new thing.  He does not say it is time for you to figure out a new path to take in life.  The Lord says, I am doing a new thing.


You see, one of the major reasons why so many people fail in the New Year resolutions that they make is the simple fact that these resolutions take no account of what God is doing in their lives or wants to do in their lives.  The resolutions are simple desires that they have for themselves.  The resolutions are made on the basis of their own desires and the plan is to carry out these resolutions with human willpower alone.  No wonder the same resolutions that have failed in the past are doomed to failure in the future.


The best resolution that we can possibly make in life is to follow the Lord completely.  God has a new thing that He wants to do in each of our lives.  Just as the good shepherd leads his sheep into green pastures, so the Lord has a new direction for each of us that will bring refreshment and nourishment to our souls.  The Lord’s path is always the best path in life for us.  If we are to experience the new thing that God desires for us, we must be willing to follow His direction.  This necessitates a willingness on our part to seek out His direction in life through the study of His word and prayer.  If we are truly desirous of following the Lord, He will show His ways to us.  So we must not only be willing to forget past failures, but we must also be willing to follow the Lord’s direction.


And this brings us to a 3rd necessity – we must be willing to be flexible.  We must be willing to change.

The Lord says, I am doing a new thing.  There are 5 words that Isaiah could have chosen to use in the Hebrew language that are translated “new” in the Old Testament.  One has the idea of being brand new – never existing before.  When God originally created, everything was new – it had not existed before.  That’s not the word Isaiah chose in our passage.  Several others are used often in the agricultural cycle of life – the first fruit or freshly squeezed grape juice.  The prophet didn’t choose these either.  The word new here that Isaiah chose means to take something that is broken or in need of maintenance and rebuild or repair it so that it becomes just like new again.  It is the word that was used in 2 Chronicles 15:8 of good king Asa repairing the altar of the Lord.  The wicked kings before him had allowed the altar of sacrifice to become unusable through neglect.  When Asa came to power, he realized that it was God’s will for morning and evening sacrifices to be offered according to the Law of Moses that had been revealed.  So Asa rebuilt the altar again so that it could be used for sacrificial purposes.  The altar became like new again.  This is also the same word in the original Hebrew that is used in 2 Chronicles 24 in speaking of the renovation of the temple.  This time good king Joash sat on the throne of David.  Earlier wicked kings had allowed God’s temple to fall into a state of disrepair.  That wicked queen Athaliah who was Jezebel’s daughter had even used God’s temple to worship Baal.  Joash realized that it was God’s will for His temple to function daily and be a testimony of His strength and power.  So Joash had a chest made and placed at the entrance to the temple.  Godly people who were concerned for the Lord’s testimony contributed money to the renovation project.  Joash used the contributions to hire craftsmen and artisans who renovated the temple from top to bottom.  When they finished, the temple of the Lord was just like new.  


This same process God desires to do in each of our lives this next year.  You see, the new thing that God desires to renovate is really our own lives.  In this day in which we are living, we are the temple of the living God according to 1 Corinthians 6.  We are to offer ourselves as living sacrifices to the living God according to Romans 12:1,2.  But many of our lives have become so broken down in spiritual disrepair that we are hardly useful for the building of God’s kingdom.  Some of us are even stumblingblocks hindering non-Christians from coming to Christ.  If that is our state and we are truly born again into God’s family, we are miserable inside.  We know that we aren’t living up to our potential; we know that we aren’t fulfilling our created purpose.


God wants to do a new thing.  He wants to restore and renovate us to usefulness once again.  This is going to require change.  This is going to require some flexibility on our part.  But it will be to our advantage.  


The Lord says, See I am doing a new thing.  Don’t you want to realize that new thing in your life this next year?  Don’t you want this year to be a time of rich blessing in your life?  Don’t you want this year to be your most productive yet?  

*Then forget the former things and refuse to dwell on the past.  Confess past sins and failures and put them where God’s puts them – as far as the east is separated from the west to be remembered no more.

*Commit yourself to follow the Lord.  Study God’s word on a daily basis, spend time each day in prayer.  Find out what God is doing and join in with Him.  Follow the Lord.

*And be flexible.  Allow God to make the changes in your life that He desires to make.  Allow Him to renovate your life from top to bottom.


The Lord desires to do a new thing in each of our lives this year.  What a phenomenal year this would be if we would all allow Him to do that new thing!


What a marvelous example we have of God doing a new thing whenever we celebrate the Christmas season.  This world that had been created so beautiful and perfect had become distorted and defaced by sin.  Like a cancer that slowly eats away at the body from the inside, the accumulation of transgressions had spread throughout the entire world.  
There was no hope that we as a human race could ever do anything to rectify this problem.  So God took a dramatic step to address and remedy our sinful condition.  The 2nd person of the Triune Godhead took upon Himself human flesh.  He was born as a baby in a Bethlehem stable.  He lived a perfect and sinless life demonstrating his worthiness to be a sacrifice satisfactory to divine standards.  And then he made the voluntary decision to lay down his life so that a payment for sin could be made that would satisfy God’s perfect character.  This was a completely new thing – something that could never have been imagined by us.  Who of us would have ever dreamed in our wildest imagination that God would leave the glories of heaven to be born in an animal barn here on this earth?  We still can’t totally understand how this all happened.  But God’s purpose was to provide a way for the restoration of the human race back into a position of fellowship with Him once again.  So the Lord Jesus Christ became sin for us so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  Now through trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord, we can become a new creation in Christ.  One of the blessings of becoming that new creation is the complete forgiveness of all of our sins.  Another of the blessings is a new position becoming a son of God and joint heir with the Lord Jesus  Christ Himself.  “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ he is a new creation.  Old things are passed away, all things become new.”  (2 Cor. 5:17)  

All of this is possible because God became flesh and dwelt among us.  Just as God has made us a new creation in Christ, so He desires to continually renovate and refurbish our lives.  He delights in doing new things in our lives.
*We quench the Spirit in our lives as we choose to continually live in the past, burdened down by the weight of past failures and defeats.  God desires that we forget those former things and not dwell in the past.  We must confess our sins and believe God that he has removed them as far as the east is from the west to be remembered against us no more.

*Then as we choose to follow the Lord Jesus Christ this year, allowing Him to lead us and guide us in the path of His choice, we can know the joy and walking in the center of God’s will.

*This will necessitate some changes in our lives.  We must be willing to turn from former ways that were unproductive and unfruitful and allow God to change us to be what He desires for us to be.

*But as we are willing to take these steps, we will be in a position to experience God’s best in our lives.
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