PROPER ATTITUDES
Glorifying God #6    

     He was a baseball player with great potential and great expectations, but he was in a serious slump.  He was batting a feeble .167.  Now this was only college ball, so there wasn't the pressure of the sports writers crying out for a trade, but there was pressure, nevertheless.  There was pressure from the coach, from fellow teammates, from family, from fellow students, but mainly there was the pressure from himself, because he knew that he could do better.

     After all, his grandfather had been an amateur  champion, and then president of the U.S. Golf Association.  In fact, the prestigious international challenge trophy, the Walker Cup was named after his grandpa.  His own father had been an outstanding athlete, playing varsity baseball, football and golf in college.  His dad would continue to play competitive golf all his life, even shooting a 66 in a Senior's championship that at the time was a course and tournament record.  His mother had been a gifted athlete, playing baseball, basketball and tennis superbly.  Nobody could ever remember her losing one track event.  And so, this young man felt that he had something to prove, something to prove to himself, that he also could excel.  But here he was, hitting only .167. 

     Then one day, he found a note slipped under his dormitory door.  "Dear Sir”, the note read. “After watching you play since the season started, I'm convinced the reason you’re not hitting better is because you don't take a real healthy cut at the ball.  I'm convinced you're too tentative.  I've noticed that you don't swing at any bad balls.  If you become more aggressive at the plate, I'm sure that your average will go up.”  Signed, “Your friend, Maurice Greenberg."  Now Maurice was the school's head groundskeeper‑ certainly not a baseball expert.  But the young man began to ponder Maurice's advice to him.  His attitude, perhaps that was the problem.  He wasn't positive enough when he went to the plate, he wasn't aggressive enough, he was too tentative.  He needed to quit playing it so safe and be willing to take more risks.
     Well, with a batting average of .167 you can take risks because you don't have much to lose.  So he changed his attitude and started to attack the ball at the plate, and sure enough, his batting average immediately improved to .200, .250, and then over 300.  

     This young man never did make a career of baseball, but he learned some great lessons about the importance of his attitude from that baseball season that has helped to make him a successful man.  It helped to show him the importance of setting a course and moving towards it with a positive spirit.  And he instilled that attitude and spirit in his children.  And each of us has benefited from that positive spirit.  For George Herbert Walker Bush became our 41st president and his son, George W. serves as  the commander in chief of our country today.
     We hear a lot today about the necessity of having a positive attitude.  Now some have taken the importance of the attitude to extremes, and they have become imbalanced in their views.  Having a proper attitude alone is not all that is necessary.  Certainly there needs to be a foundation for that attitude.  And the Bible tells us that the only solid foundation for our attitudes is God's truth.  A person can be as positive as he can be that some medicine is going to make him well, but if he takes the wrong pills, he'll get worse before he gets better.  So it is in the spiritual realm.  God has given to us his truth found in his word.  It doesn't matter how positive we are about spiritual error, that still won't bring eternal life and health to our souls.  So we must never fall into the trap of thinking that just positive thinking in itself is the answer.

     But we must also realize that a balanced, Biblical approach to life involves our having proper attitudes.  It is interesting to note that the pioneer advocates of the power of positive thinking were all preachers, taking principles from God's word, and advocating those good principles to the neglect of other truths which God revealed.  The Bible clearly teaches the importance of proper attitudes.  If we fail in the realm of attitude, then we are not following the Scriptures completely.

     It is interesting to note the relationship between our attitudes and glorifying God in the Bible.  We have been discussing this most important matter of bringing glory to God during these past weeks.  This is our most foundational duty in all of life.  "What is the chief end of man?"  the Westminster Confession of Faith asks.  "Man's chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever."  is the answer.  If we were to summarize the single, most important purpose for our existence here upon this earth in one sentence, our purpose would be to bring glory to God.  So it is only as we are fulfilling this strategic purpose in our life that we find complete inner satisfaction and contentment.

     Now how do we glorify God?  We are in the process of looking at 30 specific ways in which we bring glory to God that are spelled out for us in the Scriptures.  This morning, we want to address bringing glory to God through having proper attitudes in life.

     1.  First of all, I want you to notice with me that we can bring glory to God by having a proper attitude towards Him.   

     Turn to I Cor. 10:31.  This passage is often referred to as one of those all‑inclusive verses that summarizes the Christian's life.  And certainly it is such a verse.

"So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God."

     Now it is obvious, especially from the context, that Paul is speaking of attitudes here.  Eating and drinking, in the context, refers to food and drink that had been offered to idols‑ that's what Paul is dealing with in the context.  There were 2 schools of thought among the early Christians.  Some were offended by meat offered to idols because it reminded them of their former lifestyle, and even tempted them to drift back into it.  Others, felt that eating meat offered to idols was good stewardship, because you could buy the meat after it had been offered to idols at the meat market for a discount.  And Paul does not say that there was one right action for every believer in the matter of eating meats offered to idols, but rather, as with many areas in Christian living, Paul indicates that this area is a matter of conscience for each Christian.  For some, it would be a sin to eat the meat because it would offend their conscience.  For others, they would be offended by not eating and paying full price for their meat because they would feel that they were not being good stewards of God's resources.  The bottom line, Paul says, is in the realm of attitude.  

     What is the prevailing attitude?  Is it selfish?  I can exercise my Christian liberties and I don't care how anyone else is affected.  It's my life, it's my meat, and I'll do what I please with it.  No, Paul says, this attitude won't do.  Is it wishy‑washy?  I just won't have any convictions, and I'll just do what anyone else wants me to do.  Like the man who was so lazy that he walked whatever way the wind was blowing when he left his house in the morning.  No, Paul says, everyone can have his own personal convictions on this matter.  The prevailing attitude should be the desire to glorify God, Paul says.  What action will bring honor and glory to God?  That is the soul‑searching question.  And it is no mistake that eating and drinking are the examples used.  Paul does not use  "spiritual exercises" as examples.  He does not use worshiping or praying, for instance.  Of course, we would assume that we worship or pray to the glory of God.  But he uses eating and drinking, among the most mundane of the habitual routines of life.  But even these are to be performed in the attitude of bringing Glory of God.  If we are living our lives for God's glory, we will have convictions, even about some habits that we might at first consider mundane.  Living for God's glory means that we will be flexible‑ we might change a pattern here or there so that a fellow Christian might not be offended.  

     There is an ancient Jewish saying that God is more delighted in adverbs than in nouns.  There is some truth in that saying.  God is certainly interested in what we do, but he is even more interested in how we do it.  

     A constant question that we should each be asking ourselves throughout the day, especially when we come to a questionable decision or a fork in the road where we don't know which  way to choose‑ which decision would best glorify God?  Which decision would help me do the vocational calling that God has given me better‑ that glorifies God.  Which decision would better strengthen my family relationships‑ that glorifies God.  Which decision would better promote my personal and spiritual growth?  God designed for life to be lived with a proper attitude towards him.

     2.  But we should also maintain a proper attitude towards other believers.  It is interesting to me that the verse on doing all to the glory of God comes in the context of making decisions that would not cause fellow Christians to stumble into sin.  And many other passages in the Bible connect bringing glory to God with our attitude towards other believers as well.

     One of the benedictions that I often use to close our worship services is found in Romans 15.  "May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a Spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ."  Rom. 15:5,6.     

     Unity in the church is very important to God.  One of the reasons why it is so important is that unbelievers see God through the church.  If an unbeliever knows nothing else about the Bible or God in general, he does know that the church represents God's program here upon the earth.  So very often, the world forms its view of God from its observation of the church.  Now we have already seen that glorifying God, in part, is revealing him, allowing his character and attributes to be seen.  When a church stands before the world in unity and love, it is revealing a very significant attribute of God, something that the world knows very little of.  

     God is a God of unity.  For eternity past, there have existed 3 persons in the Godhead who have remained together in perfect love and harmony.  Undoubtedly, the most difficult and agonizing time ever within the Godhead was the time upon the cross of Calvary when God the Father had to break off fellowship with Jesus Christ the son as he was paying for the sins of man.  Christ cried from the cross in pain‑ not for his own suffering, but for the suffering of that relationship with the Father‑ my God, my God , why have you forsaken me?  God is a God of unity, it is very important to him.

     As a church brings together people with differing personalities and abilities, people from varied social backgrounds, with so many likes and dislikes, and when that church bonds together in love and unity, that church is picturing God to the world, and therefore glorifying God.  Frankly, this kind of love and unity is something that the world knows very little of.  Oh, yes, there are many clubs or fellowships in the world.  But even a casual glance at them reveals the fact that they are built around mutual abilities or interests.  They are fellowships of like‑minded people.  It’s rather easy to build a unity among those already unified in desire.  But the church is different.  The church is open to all.  In fact, God distinctly calls into his church those of differing gifts and abilities, differing personalities and characteristics, so that the body might be completed.  When that body fits together in harmony and unity, the church glorifies God.

     It should not surprise us that Paul prays for endurance and encouragement for the church of Rome, for both of these virtues are necessary if there is to be unity in the body.  We must be willing to be patient with one another, to endure one another's idiosyncrises, for people in the church can rub us the wrong way.  But we must recognize the fact that God has called them into his body to complete the body‑ they perform a function that we could never accomplish, and we must accept them and love them with patience and endurance.  We also need to be encouraged.  Human relationships can be very disillusioning at times, but outward appearances do not always tell the whole story.  Most often, I have found that there are inner reasons why a person thinks or acts the way he does, and these inner reasons usually make good sense to the specific individual.  We need to guard against the temptation of becoming disillusioned or disheartened, and we need to find courage in the Lord as the Holy Spirit encourages us.  Unity in the church is very significant to God‑ because it is a means by which He is glorified.  And unity allows a church to have the power to accomplish great things for God’s glory.

One goose would not be able to make the thousand mile journey to migrate south for the winter alone.  It would get too exhausted and discouraged.  But together, a gaggle of geese are able to accomplish this monumental task each year as they are unified.

In his book High Flying Geese, Browne Barr points out that as each goose flaps its wings, it creates an uplift for the bird immediately following.  Thus, by flying in a “V” formation, the whole flock adds at least 71% greater flying range than if each bird flew on its own.  Barr  also points out that when one of the geese falls out of formation, it immediately feels the wind resistance of trying to fly solo.  It will return to the formation as quickly as possible.  If a goose gets weary from the position of being in the front of the “V”, it rotates to the back of the “V” and another goose flies to the point position.  At the back of the formation, the geese honk to encourage those up front to maintain their speed and to get back in formation.  By working together in unity, a gaggle of geese is able to accomplish far more than any single goose could.

So it is with Christ’s church.  God has designed his church in such a way that a church working together in unity can accomplish much more than its members could ever could working individually.

So then, we can bring glory to God as we maintain the proper attitude towards God, and as we maintain the proper attitude towards others.  Doing all for the glory of God and striving for unity with other believers glorifies God in heaven.

     3.  But finally, let's talk about our own personal attitudes.  Listen to I Chronicles 16:10:  "Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice."

     One of the ways in which we glorify God  in our personal lives in through the attitude that we have towards life.  Ezra, the probable writer of the Chronicles, says that a heart that rejoices brings Glory to God's name.

     Now this doesn’t mean that good Christians will always have a smile on their faces all the time.  This certainly doesn't mean that we are to live hypocritical lives, hiding our true feelings when we’re naturally feeling down.  This doesn't mean that we are to never reveal our hurts and pains.  No, God wants us to be honest people, and he wants us to live lives of integrity.  And we need to share our burdens and our troubles with each other.

     But for every trouble that we suffer in life, God gives to us a dozen blessings.  And we are to be just as ready to thank him for the blessings as we are to complain about the troubles.  Life is a blessing, health is a blessing, food is a blessing, clothing is a blessing, shelter is a blessing, our senses are blessings, our human relationships are blessings, and we could go on and on indefinitely recounting blessings.  God is glorified when we rejoice in his blessings.  Too often we come to the place in life where we take all of God’s blessings for granted and focus only on life’s problems.  
     Think with me of a friend.  You have a friend like this, we all know people like this.  You have never been to this person's place of employment.  But every single word that you have heard about this person's place of work has been miserable.  The working conditions are intolerable, his boss is a tyrant, his work is boring, he hates his job.  Now I'm not talking about legitimate complaints that are proper and good for him to share.  We all need to express our frustrations, that's good for us to do.  No, I'm talking about everything he says, all the time.  I mean he just hates everything about his work.  Now, you have never been to his place of employment, but you have an opinion about that place, don't you?  What do you imagine his work place to be like?  
     Now imagine with me a Christian who is always complaining and grumbling about his life.  Conditions never satisfy him, his food is never quite right, everything in life always goes wrong for him, even things that at first appear to go right are deceiving because upon closer examination, they too didn't go quite right.  What are you going to think about this person's God?  Are you going to imagine a Loving heavenly father from whom all good and perfect gifts flow?  I doubt it.

     We need to realize that our personal attitudes in life reflect upon our father who is in heaven.  And people in the world who know no other revelation of God are going to read our relationship with God mainly through our attitude towards life.

     Now again, this does not mean that we are hypocritical.  This doesn't mean that we put on a deceptive mask and never show any pain or sorrow.  There are pains and sorrows in this world as a result of sin, and we need to be realistic in facing them, and grieving over them.  But we serve a God who has conquered sin and death.  Having faced the reality of man's greatest enemy, death, in that great chapter on resurrection, I Cor. 15, the Apostle Paul concludes, "Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."  (15:57)   As Christians, our attitudes should be that of the victor, not the vanquished.

     Some time ago, I read this quote by Dr. Dennis Waitly.  "Life is not a game of chance; life is a game of choice.  We spend our lives in the choices we make.  There are no time outs, no substitutions, and the clock is always running."

     Some of the major choices that we make in life are in regards to our attitudes in life‑ for our attitudes direct our actions and eventually the quality of our life.  The wise writer of the Proverbs said, "For as a man thinketh in his heart, so is he".  

     But even more significant than our personal quality of life is the fact that we can glorify God through maintaining proper attitudes.  As we have the proper attitude towards God doing all for his glory, as we work towards the proper attitude towards one another striving for unity within the body of Christ, and as we testify of a proper personal attitude living our lives rejoicing in the Lord, then we can have the assurance that we are bringing glory to God through the attitudes that we choose to maintain in life.  
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