GLORIOUS REDEMPTION   
Glorifying God #8

     Susan and her husband Moses lived in Southwest Missouri during those difficult days of the Civil War.  Their home was within an hour’s ride of both Arkansas and Kansas.  Now you would have thought that their small log cabin being well back from the main road would have been safe from unwanted intruders, but no place was safe during those turbulent times, especially during the closing weeks of the Civil War.  Susan heard the sounds of hoof beats‑ a guerilla band was approaching the house.  Having practiced many times, the family instinctively moved to hide in the fruit cellar, giving the appearance that the house was vacant.  The only problem was that their slave girl Mary had just given birth to a new baby, and she couldn't move fast enough.  Both Mary and her newborn boy were captured, and taken away into confederate Arkansas.  Susan and Moses were devastated.  They loved Mary and had accepted her into the family as one of their own family.  So they prayed for the safety of Mary and her baby.  

     About a week later, a man named Bentley came to their house.  He offered to go out and search for Mary and her baby.  Perhaps he could find the captors and bargain with them?  Perhaps they would be willing to sell Mary and the baby back to Susan and Moses?  The next morning, Bentley returned with a proposition.  The kidnappers had already sold Mary, but they were willing to return the baby in exchange for a substantial ransom.  Moses and Susan had very little money left‑ how could they possibly redeem the baby who was now sick and of no use to the kidnappers.  Well, Bentley suggested, how about your horse.  It was only then that Moses and Susan realized that this man called Bentley was likely one of the kidnappers himself.  The horse was the last item of value left to them ‑ except for their small cabin and the parcel of land on which it stood.  But Moses and Susan decided that they would sacrifice the horse to get Mary's baby back.  

     Moses and Susan raised that African American like he was their own flesh and blood.  And that child, who was redeemed from certain death, eventually grew up to help the entire South recover from the devastation of the Civil War by changing its whole economy.  Over the 80 years of his life, he developed more than 300 agricultural products that brought revitalization to a sagging economy.  That child who would never know his birth mother, Mary, would take the name of the white family who raised him‑ Susan and Mary Carver.  Redeemed for the price of a horse, George Washington Carver would astound the nation with his brilliance, and would become a world renowned scientist.

     The account of George Washington Carver's early life reminds us of the inhumanity of slavery and the necessity of fighting the Civil War to eradicate it from our nation, but it also reminds us of God’s ability to bring good even out of the worst tragedies imaginable.  A helpless baby just breaths away from death, redeemed from wicked and corrupt hands to be raised by loving and caring foster parents who would help him to achieve his greatest potential in life.   Those are the kinds of sacrifices that make the world a better place for everyone.

     But we can even have a greater joy as we realize that what the Carver's did on a temporal, human level, God has done on an eternal, spiritual level.  God came to us when the human race was hopelessly lost, enslaved by sin, and God in His love provided redemption for us so that we could be eternally saved and achieve the potential that God had created for us.  

     Now the Bible indicates that God's redemptive actions bring glory to Him, and this is important for us to see for we all have difficulty in reconciling certain aspects of life as we see and experience it.  One of the most difficult areas of life to personally deal with is the existence of sin, wickedness, evil and all of the harm and suffering and death that results from it.  Could not an all‑powerful God have stopped this deluge of wickedness?  Could not an eternally good God have created an environment where sin was not only present, but where it was also an impossibility?  Of course, He could have done that.  Other important aspects, such as our moral freedom and individual responsibility would have been sacrificed, but God could have created a puppet stage world where all of his creations would respond at the pull of a string.  But God chose not to create us in this way, and sin through the disobedience of the first human beings entered this world.

     Now we must readily admit that we are finite in our understanding.  We don't at this time have all of the answers to many of life's paradoxical problems.  Many have written seeking to give explanations for this theodicy.  Augustin, the great 4th century theologian, probably wrote the best work on the nature of God and the origin of evil in the world.  But even the best of human reasoning doesn't answer all the questions.  We do know from God's word that God is not the author of evil, nor does he tempt us to do evil.  James wrote: "When tempted, no one should say, God is tempting me.  For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone."  James 1:13.  And we also know from God's word that God is great enough to be able to bring long-term good results even out of sinful actions.  We have been studying the Joseph as a Type of the Lord Jesus Christ during our Sunday evening Bible study times.  Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers about 4,000 years ago.  This was a horrible, wicked action on behalf of his brothers.  But God turned that apparent tragedy into salvation for the whole Middle East world.  And Joseph himself could say to his brothers as recorded in the Bible 2 times, "You meant your actions for evil, but God meant them for good." (Gen. 45, 50).  So even though we don't claim to have all of the answers to the complex questions of good and evil in the world, we can have the assurance from God's word that God himself is good and does not tempt us with evil, and that he commits himself to work for the good of his children, even in an evil world.

     Now one way in which God has overruled the intent of the Devil is in his redemptive work.  Lucifer fell from heaven because he wanted to become like God‑ he wanted to rob God of His glory.  Sin entered the world in an attempt to steal God's glory.  But what has God done?  God has taken this great tragedy, and He has brought even greater glory to himself through it.  This is most remarkable, but God has been able to do that.  So today, we know even more about God's love, His mercy, His compassion, His grace, His heart of forgiveness, as well as His justice and holiness and righteousness because of God's work in providing redemption for the human race.  We would like to look at 3 great truths that are emphasized in the Bible in connection with God's redemption that are directly connected with bringing greater glory and honor to Him.

     1.  First of all note with me the simple fact that God has provided redemption for us.

 Listen to these words that God spoke to his chosen people in the Old Testament.    READ Isaiah 44:21‑23
ISA 44:21 "Remember these things, O Jacob, for you are my servant, O Israel.  I have made you, you are my servant; O Israel, I will not forget you.

ISA 44:22 I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like the morning mist. Return to me, for I have redeemed you."

ISA 44:23 Sing for joy, O heavens, for the LORD has done this; shout aloud, O earth beneath.  Burst into song, you mountains, you forests and all your trees, for the LORD has redeemed Jacob, he displays his glory in Israel.
Imagine this scene with me.  You are a multi‑billionaire.  You are going to have to stretch your imagination a little bit, but I am sure you can do it.  One day, you get the idea to walk down Squire Square and choose a family walking into Arnie’s Restaurant to give a million dollars to.  Kind of like that old T.V. series, "The Millionaire."  And imagine this with me.  That family, instead of being grateful to you for your generosity, then makes an attempt to get all of the rest of your money, and totally discredit your name and reputation.  How do you think you would respond to that family?  I believe almost every person alive would use his almost unlimited power and resources to defend his reputation, and perhaps use his clout to get back his million and ruin that ungrateful family.  We would respond like that because it is the natural response.  To defend, to discredit, and to avenge.  


But that is not how God responded to the human race when we sinned against him.  His response was so remarkable that most people just can't bring themselves to believe it.  It just seems too good to be true.  God, who has unlimited resources at His disposal, could have modeled the ultimate revenge for us.  Instead, He  has provided redemption, a means of letting us off the hook, a means of giving us a second chance, a means of bringing forgiveness for our sins into our lives.  

     The simple fact that God has provided redemption for us produces 2 results.  The first most obvious one is joy in the lives of his creatures.  So Isaiah writes:  "Shout for joy, O Heavens, for the Lord has done this; shout aloud, O earth beneath.  Burst into song, you mountains, you forests and all your trees."  (Isaiah 44:23).  The fact that God has provided redemption should fill the hearts of all his creation with great joy.  The second result is glory to God.  Isaiah concludes the verse by saying, "for the Lord has redeemed Jacob, he displayed his glory in Israel."  God's redemptive work glorifies him, displays his glory.  

     So then the message of the Bible is that God has provided redemption for us, and that this redemption brings both joy to our hearts and glory to God.

     2.  But now we might ask‑ how do we receive this redemption?  How do we gain the assurance that God's redemption is our personal possession?

     One very important characteristic that each of us must have that is pleasing to God is humility.  James the half brother of Jesus Christ was impressed with the necessity of humility in one's relationship with God.  Listen to his words recorded in James 4.

     READ JAMES 4:4‑10
JAS 4:4 You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely? 6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says:  "God opposes the proud    but gives grace to the humble."

JAS 4:7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.

One of the most remarkable examples of a person receiving God's grace as he humbled himself and glorifying God through the process is found in the later years of King Nebuchadnezzar as recorded in the book of Daniel.  Nebuchadnezzar was one of those remarkable leaders in world history who was able to single‑handedly build an empire that stretched almost throughout the entire world.  Before Nebuchadnezzar became king in Babylon, the Assyrians had been dominating the Middle East, but there had not really been a world‑wide type of empire in human history.  Egypt had been very powerful at times, but had not exercised her influence beyond the fertile crescent.  But then Nebuchadnezzar, a great man of vision, assumed the throne.  His goal was not just to rule a provincial kingdom, but his dream was to stretch his wings as far as his knowledge of lands was.  So he built a great and powerful army.  And then, when the time was right, he began to conquer.  First the Assyrians‑ Nineveh, the capital city fell to his mighty army in 612 B.C.  Then the Egyptians.  Nebuchadnezzar met Pharaoh Necho and the Egyptian army at the battle of Carchemish in 605 B.C. and Nebuchadnezzar destroyed their forces.  Then all of the Middle East, Palestine included, fell under the influence of his powerful hand.  It seemed that nothing could stop his rule.  He exerted his influence in any direction as far as he wanted to.  Even God himself, in a dream to him, acknowledged that he, Neb., was the head of gold‑ the richest and most powerful ruler in all of human history to this point.  And as we might expect, Nebuchadnezzar’s seemingly unlimited successes went to his head so that he began to think of himself as being a god.  He molded a great statue of himself, 90 feet tall, made out of pure gold, and he forced everyone in his kingdom to bow down and worship his image.

     But as Nebuchadnezzar’s image of himself became more and more prideful, God became less and less pleased with him.  For in reality, God had given Nebuchadnezzar the abilities that he had to rule the world.  And God had given to him the health and strength to be able to carry out his dreams.  So late in his life, God struck Nebuchadnezzar down with a great disease.  It was the disease called lycanthropy, a mental disorder where one actually imagines himself to be an animal to the degree that he begins to function like that animal.  No longer did Nebuchadnezzar dream great dreams and ruling the world.  Now he had begun to act like a common cow, grazing out in the fields behind the palace.  It was at the end of 7 years of living a bovine life that Nebuchadnezzar finally came to the place where he humbled himself before God.  He finally came to the place where he admitted that the God in heaven who created all things was the only true God, and that he had achieved what he had because God had allowed him to.  

     Listen to the words written by Nebuchadnezzar himself, recorded by the prophet Daniel that give the conclusion to this most remarkable story‑ and note specifically the connection between Nebuchadnezzar’s humbling himself and his giving glory to God:

     "At the end of that time, I , Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored.  Then, I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever.  His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from generation to generation.  All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing.  He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth.  No one can hold back his hand or say to him:  What have you done?  At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were returned to me for the glory of my kingdom.  My advisers and nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my throne and became even greater than before.  Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the king of heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways are just.  And those who walk in pride he is able to humble."  Dan. 4:34‑37.

     One of the greatest achievements of Nebuchadnezzar ‑ far greater than his world‑wide conquests‑ was the lesson that he taught his people during that 7 year period that man's humility before the Lord brings glory to God.

     So then, we see that God has provided redemption for us‑ and God's redemption glorifies him.  And we further see that we must humble ourselves before God to receive God's redemptive grace‑ God resists the proud but he gives grace to the humble‑ and our humility also brings glory to God.

     3.  Now finally, note with me that God's final and ultimate redemption is found in the person of Jesus Christ and his finished work upon the cross of Calvary, and Christ's death upon the cross for the our sins brought glory to God.

     Let's turn together to John 12 and 13.  These verses record events which took place during the last week of Christ's life here upon this earth.  So much happened during that week that we could spend hours and hours talking about it.  There are 21 chapters in the gospel of John.  Chapters 12‑19 (8 chapters; over 1/3rd of his book) deal with one week out of the 33 years of Jesus' life.  So we could obviously spend a great deal of time looking at this most important week in human history‑ the week in which God's perfect redemption for the human race was accomplished.

     But in keeping with our theme, we want to look at the connection between Christ's redemptive work upon the cross and the glorifying of God.  For while Christ was concerned with many aspects of his sacrificial death‑ he certainly was concerned with the payment that it would provide for our sins and the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies and innumerable other aspects‑ Christ showed a special interest in the fact that he was glorifying both God the father and himself as the second person of the Triune godhead through this redemptive death, and he wanted to make sure that he performed this work properly for the glory of the godhead.  

     Listen to some of his concerns recorded in his very own words.  

     John 12:23‑28: "Jesus replied, The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed.  But if it dies, it produces many seeds.  The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be.  My father will honor the one who serves me.  Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say?  Father, save me from this hour?  No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour.  Father, glorify your name."  Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and will glorify it again."

     Again in the next chapter‑ John 13: 31,32‑ we find the same concern on Christ's mind.  When he (Judas the betrayer) was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of man glorified and God is glorified in him.  If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once.”
     The Lord Jesus Christ realized the potential of his redemptive work for bringing glory to God.  It is through Christ's death upon the cross that we actually see God in a completely different light.  We see how great God's love is for us.  We see the vastness of his mercy and compassion.  We see the perfection of his holiness and righteousness which demanded such a sacrifice.  We see God's sense of Justice executed on Calvary's cross.  We see divine forgiveness in all of its generous glory.  Christ realized how his death upon the cross was going to reveal the godhead in a new light to glorify God in heaven.  And one of his chief concerns was that he be able to accomplish that mission fully.  He didn't want to fail in that task.  He wanted to testify to the glory of God in his death upon the cross.

     Now we need to realize that just as God has been glorified in the providing of redemption for us, so now we can bring glory to God as we participate in that redemption by humbling ourselves before the Lord and accepting that redemption that has been provided for our needs.  In fact, we could say that we will never be able to reach our potential in glorifying  God without receiving God's redemption offered through the Lord Jesus Christ.  And since our chief purpose in life is to glory God, we could even go so far as to say that none of us will ever be able to achieve our complete potential in life without receiving God's redemption.  Perhaps you are here this morning, and you know that something is missing in your life.  You've never been able to put your finger on it, but you know that you have never been fully satisfied with your achievement of purpose in life.  If you have not as yet received God's redemption offered through the Lord Jesus Christ, now you know from our study this morning in God's word one reason for that inner emptiness.  God has glorified himself through his provision of redemption of the human race, and we are able to glorify God as we humble ourselves admitting our sinful condition and receive that redemption.  Our chief purpose in life is to glorify God‑ so how could we ever think that we could find ultimate inner peace without Jesus Christ.  If you haven't received God's redemption through Jesus Christ, today is the day to trust in Him.  
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