GLORIOUS WORSHIP    
Glorifying God #5

     It was 1769, and the entire city of Rome was in a stir, for somebody had stolen the Miserere from the famous Sistine Chapel.  Allegri's Miserere was the penitential Psalm, recognized as the most sacred piece of music.  It was deemed to be so sacred by the Roman church that it was decreed that the music itself was never to leave the Sistine Chapel.  This most beautiful and intricate musical work of art was to only to be played within the sacred walls of the church.

     But now somebody had stolen it from the chapel, for it had been played in a public performance by a 14 year old young man.  The leaders of the Roman church were aghast.  How could this have happened?  How could the security have broken down like this?  The Pope himself immediately got involved, and he demanded to see personally the thief who had stolen this sacred piece of worship music.  So, the nervous, 14 year old young man was ushered into the presence of Pope Clement 14th.

     This 14 year old young man was named Wolfgang Mozart, and this event would be one of the many that would thrust him into the limelight as one of his world's finest musicians.  As Mozart stood before Pope Clement, he confessed fully what had happened, and he was very penitent for his mistake.  Yes, he had played the sacred, worship number.  But he had not done it with malice; rather he had done it on impulse.  He had been playing at a performance, and had finished his concert, when the audience demanded an encore from him.  He had not planned to play the Miserere at all, but he just impulsively did so as an encore in response to the audience's wishes.  

     As for the charge of stealing the music from the Sistine Chapel, Mozart said that he would plead not guilty‑ for he had never taken the music at least physically from the chapel.  He had been so intrigued by the beauty of the piece and by the intricacy of the flow to the music, that he had listened intently as the music was being played in worship, and he had memorized every single note in his mind.  On that day in concert, Mozart had just responded instinctively to the audience's request for an encore, by playing the worshipful Miserere, every note, entirely from memory, from the score that he had tucked away in his head.

     From the inception of the church, people have continuously realized the importance of worship, and have set very high priorities on it.  At times, in the history of the church, worship became imbalanced.  Sometimes, the outward rituals of worship became more important than the inner reality of it.  We certainly today would not advocate certain musical numbers as sacred in themselves that could only be performed in the sanctuary of the church.  In fact, we realize from the Scriptures that worship itself need not be confined to a church sanctuary or to a set liturgy or to a certain order of service.  No, God designed worship to primarily be an inner response of human beings to God only enhanced by outer elements that make that worship easier and more meaningful.  But worship today remains indispensable to each of us as a means of giving God the glory that he rightfully deserves.  It does not surprise us, then, to see the priority of worship throughout the Scriptures in connection with glorifying God.  

     We have been looking at specific ways in which we as human beings can glorify God during these past weeks.  The Westminster Catechism says that the chief end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever.  Now to glorify God means to recognize who God is.  When we glorify God, we realize God's dignity, his majesty, his greatness and we honor and praise God and proclaim the person of God to others.  Giving glory to God is not giving him something that he doesn't already possess for God is a being infinite glory.  So, the Biblical commands to glorify God are not designed to change God in any way, for He is immutable.  But whenever we glorify God, we will be changed.  Our intellectual insights and wisdom will be deepened, our character will be strengthened, our inner spirit will be sensitized, and we will find ourselves being drawn closer to our creator.

     Now we have already looked at glorifying God by praising his name, by living fruitful and productive lives, by spreading the good news of the gospel to others, and by giving God the credit for what he accomplishes.  Now this morning, we want to look at glorifying God through our worship of him, and we want to see the connection between giving glory to God and worshipping him in the Bible.

     There are 3 major Biblical truths that are woven throughout the Scriptures that we want to look at this morning as we regard the matter of glorifying God through our worship of him.

     1.  We can only glorify God through our worship when we worship only the true and living God who is the creator and sustainer of all things.  

     God himself said these words to David as recorded in Psalm 4:2:  "How long, O men, will you turn my glory into shame?  How long will you love delusions and seek false gods?"

     Now the problem with the Israelites when God spoke these words to David was not that they were neglecting the worship of God.  No, they were worshipping God in heaven.  The problem was that they had adopted the same attitude towards the God of all creation that the Canaanites and other surrounding nations had towards their gods.  You see, Israel was distinct during these O.T. times in that they were the only monotheistic nation‑ they were the only nation whose religious system recognized only one God.  All of the other nations‑ Egypt, Syria, Moab, Edom, Philistia, Babylonia, Assyria, etc.‑ were polytheistic.  They worshipped many gods, and these gods specialized in certain natural elements.  Baal was the god of the storm; Dagon was the god of grain, agriculture; Asherah was the goddess of fertility, life; and so on.  So with each specific need that came up in life, the people would have some god to turn to, to help them in their time of need.  

     Now when the Israelites came into the land of Canaan, the Canaanites were perfectly willing the accept Jehovah, add him to their polytheistic pantheon, and to share their gods with the Israelites as well.  But that was not pleasing to the God of all creation, Jehovah, for it would not be honoring to him to be recognized on the equal with all of these false deities who had been dreamed up over the course of time by human imagination.  In fact, God warned his people in the first and second of the Ten Commandments that they were to not have any other gods before him and that they were not to make any idols or graven images to worship.  

     Worshiping God along with many other deities, allowing him a small area of specialty in our lives, is not really worshipping God nor glorifying him.  No, if we are to glorify God in worshiping him, we must worship only him, we must acknowledge that he alone is God, we must allow him the position to meet every single one of our needs.  The God of the Bible is the only God.  He is not a specialized God who can come to our aid only during specific needs‑ perhaps to comfort in sorrow, or to help in an emergency, or to heal when we are sick.  The Apostle Paul said "My God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus"  Phil. 4:19.

     Now lest we say that the Biblical warnings against worshiping other gods don't apply to our world situation today‑ for certainly we don't live in a pagan world that  bows down to graven images‑ we must see that bringing glory to God by worshipping him alone has a tremendous application to the world in which we are living.  Even a casual look at our culture reveals many other gods that are being worshiped by people today.  The late Francis Schaeffer often said that American people today are by and large worshipping the gods of personal peace and affluence.  In other words, they are out to gain all of the material possessions that they can to make their lives comfortable, and they will do almost anything to get themselves in a position to enjoy these materialistic without anybody hassling or bothering them.  Just a brief observation of our culture reveals others gods that people worship. Many bow at the shrines of sensual pleasures‑ you can hardly pick up a magazine today or watch a T.V. program without seeing some picture  designed to excite sensual pleasures.

     Now we have to realize what we are saying to God if we bow in worship to these other gods as well as to Him.  If we worship materialism, we are saying that we don't believe that God can really meet all of our needs‑ we have to have some additional financial security.  If we worship personal peace, we are saying that we don't believe that God can really meet the inner need for contentment and peace that we have in our hearts‑ that he really can't give to us the peace that passes all understand that will guard our hearts and minds.  If we worship immoral and illicit sensual pleasures, we are saying that God really can't bring to us legitimate pleasures and excitement in life.  We are saying that God might be a specialty God who meets our needs of comfort in time of suffering, or healing in times of distress, but we also need these other gods to supplement him.  And we are basically no different than the ancient Canaanites in our attempts to specialize God.

     This kind of worship is unacceptable to God.  It does not bring glory to his name.  The God of the Bible is the only God.  He will not share his glory with another. Isaiah 42:8 says:  "I am the Lord; that is my name.  I will not give my glory to another or my praise to idols."

     So then, as followers of God, we glorify him when we worship 

God alone.  When He alone has the place of God in our lives.  When we seek first his kingdom, and his glory, and then allow him to give us everything else we need in life.

     2.  But a second way in which we glorify God in worship is by proclaiming his attributes.  A good portion of the Bible is devoted to telling us who God is, revealing God to us.  And God is delighted when we learn more and more about him, and when we proclaim to ourselves and to others the greatness of his character.  Again, God does not desire this because it will affect his being in any way.  God was always perfect in all of his attributes, even before man was created to glorify him.  But God is pleased when we learn about him, when we acknowledge who he is, when we proclaim the glories of his character.  Listen to just some of the wonderful attributes of God which are connected with glorifying him throughout the Scriptures:

     Samuel said to King Saul:  "He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; for he is not a man, that he should change his mind."  I Sam. 15:29.  The glory of God here connected with God's immutability.

     David said in his prayer recorded in I Chronicles 29:11‑13:"Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours.  Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.  Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things.  In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.  Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name."  Greatness, omnipotence, majesty, splendor, sovereignty‑ all connected with the giving glory to God.

     Again, David wrote in Psalm 24:7‑10:  "Life up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in.  Who is this king of Glory?  The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle.  Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in.  Who is he, this king of glory?  The Lord Almighty‑ he is the King of glory."  Power, strength, sovereignty connected with the glory of God.

     And then just a few Psalms over, David connects the love of God with his glory.  "I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your glory.  Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify you."  Ps. 63:2,3.  The Psalmist in Psalm 115:1 says:  "Not to us, O Lord, not to us but to your name be the glory, because of your love and faithfulness."

     Many times in the Scriptures, the holiness of God, his absolute perfection and righteousness is connected with glorifying him.  "Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice."  Ps. 105:3.  In Rev. 15, it is recorded that the angels of heaven will say: "Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty.  Just and true are your ways, King of the ages.  Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to you name?  For you alone are holy.  All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed."  Rev. 15:3,4.

     And we could go on and on this morning.  For woven throughout the Scriptures are the examples of giving glory to God by proclaiming his wonderful attributes.  The study of God, theology if you will, should never be a dry, burdensome task.  If it becomes so, we have distorted it severely.  No, our study of God should allow us to better glorify his name as we exalt and praise his matchless attributes.  And we all should be involved in this lifelong quest‑ to come to better know our God so that we might be able to glorify him more fully.

     3.  But there is a third way in which we glorify God through our worship which we want to conclude with briefly this morning.  The Bible indicates that we glorify God in worship when we bring our offerings to him.  "Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name.  (How?)  Bring an offering and come before Him; worship the Lord in the splendor of His holiness."  I Chron. 16:29.  Again the Psalmist says:  "Ascribe to the Lord, O families of nations, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering and come into his courts."  Ps. 96:7,8.

     Now we often emphasize the fact that our giving of tithes and offerings is not primarily for God's benefit, but rather it is for ours.  God, the creator and owner of all things, is not presented in the Bible as one who is desperately in need of our offerings lest his entire sovereign plan go down the tubes.  Rather, he is presented in the Bible as the owner of everything‑ the cattle on every hill, the wealth in every mine‑ he could have chosen to finance his program in any way that he chose to.  He could reveal secret places of gold mines to boards of elders, he could have prophets who would foretell lottery numbers, if he wanted to.  But God knew that one of the major temptations that each of us would face is the temptation towards selfishness, hording of material possessions.  Like the rich man in the parable who built bigger and bigger barns to hoard all of his material possessions not considering the more precious destiny of his eternal soul, we each could also have that natural tendency.  So God , since the beginning of time with Cain and Abel, has allowed and even commanded man to bring offerings to him, in part for our benefit and good.  And we often emphasize this because we need to keep our priorities straight in life.

     But we must not overlook the fact that one of the ways in which we can glorify God is through giving to him our offerings.  This is something that we can do for God.  This is a tangible way in which we can express our thanks to him and can glorify his name.  

     How does the giving of our offerings bring glory to God?  Well, it does so in at least 3 different ways, for the giving of our offerings has a past, present and future significance.  When we give our offerings, we are publicly proclaiming that God has met all of our needs.  In fact, he has met our needs in such abundance that we can give to him over and above what he has already given to us.  This is the past significance‑ a recognition with thankfulness to the fact that God has met all of our needs to this date.  But then, the giving of our offerings also has a present significance.  The Bible indicates that giving an offering to the Lord is one of the ways in which we can express our love and appreciation to God in a very tangible way.  Through the giving of our offerings, we are telling God that we love him, and that we love his work, that we feel that his kingdom is worthwhile, and that we want to see his programs expand here upon the earth.  We are telling him that we want to see his church prosper, and that we want to see the gospel spread throughout the entire world.  The fact that God designed the offering to be a tangible expression of our love for God is seen in the emphasis, especially in the N.T., in our attitude in giving to God.  Paul commanded us not to give grudgingly or out of compulsion, for God loves the cheerful giver. (2 Cor. 9:7).  When we give our offerings to the Lord, we are bringing glory to his name in that we are expressing our love for him, and our desire for his work to prosper.  But then we must not overlook the future significance as well.  Giving of our offerings is an act of faith on our part.  By giving our offerings, we are telling ourselves and God that we are trusting in God to meet all of our needs in the future.  

     Jesus made a very important statement that is recorded in John 4.  In his conversation with the woman at Jacob’s well in Samaria, Jesus said, "true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks."  John 4:23.  The reason for this being such a significant statement, is that this is the only place where this kind of wording is used by God with regards to his creatures.  Nowhere else in the Scriptures do we read of God seeking anything else from his children.  God commands for us to do many things, God desires that we obey his precepts, God delights in giving all good gifts to his children, but only here do we hear from the lips of Jesus that God actually seeks for something from his children.  That something that God seeks from his children is worship.  We as believers must realize that we have a tremendous privilege and opportunity.  We can actually give God something for which he seeks.  We can give him glory through our worship.  And we do this as we worship him as the only true and living God‑ as we honor him alone as God in our lives, we do this as we proclaim his glorious attributes in worshiping his name, and we do this as we bring our offerings to him and express our love and appreciation for all he has done for us.  

     Certainly, our time here this morning has met many needs in our own lives.  Throughout the service, through our personal meditation, through the music presented, through our reading of the Scriptures together, through our remembering the Lord in the elements of the Lord’s Table, we have had the opportunity to gain new perspectives on life's problems, and to find new strength for living from God.  But if we have truly worshipped God from our hearts, we can also leave with the satisfaction that we have given to God something that is most precious to him, something that he seeks from all of his children.  He is pleased with us, for this morning, we have glorified him in our worship.
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