“Fruitful Living” – Glorifying God #2
     Tom McGuire could see the handwriting on the wall.  He had been in the business for more than a quarter of a century.  He had worked his way up through disciplined hard work until he had become the vice president of Marketing for Selchow and Ridder.  But that didn't seem to matter now‑ he could see what was coming.  The company had just gone through some major adjustments in upper level management.  His co‑workers were losing their jobs right and left.  Tom McGuire felt certain that he would be next, and sure enough, the word came that Tom's services were no longer needed by Selchow and Ridder.  Later, as Tom was sitting home trying unsuccessfully to enjoy his early retirement, he started thinking about 5 of his close friends who had also been fired by the company.  Almost absent‑mindedly, Tom listed them on a piece of paper with himself, and then began to do some figuring.  Tom calculated that their average age was 60, and their combined experience in the industry totally more than 200 years.  It was then and there that Tom decided that much experience could not be wasted.  So he picked up the phone, and he began to call his friends one at a time to invite them to a meeting.  At the meeting, Tom made an outlandish proposal.  They should rejoin forces, they should go into business together, a bunch of guys with a ton of experience and a wealth of ideas.  Well, Tom's friends agreed, and they began to work on some ideas.  One idea seemed to really strike them, and they all agreed that this idea might just work.  And work it did.  In the first 6 months, Tom McGuire's new company registered a third of a million orders.  Their second year, orders had jumped to 3 million.  Revenues topped 57 million dollars.  In the third year, revenues rose above 100 million dollars.  The company that they formed is a company that they just call the "Games Gang".  And it exists today as a testimony to the necessity of achievement and fruitfulness in people's lives.  Even though the average age of the company members is retirement age, it is one of the faster growing companies in America because each member sees the necessity of remaining fruitful with his life and is dedicated to using his wisdom and experience and creativity.  And that first creative idea that got the ball rolling for the "Games Gang" was really quite simple‑ it was a board game called "Pictionary".

     God has created every person with an innate desire for achievement.  Every living being would like to think that his or her life is being fruitful, being worthwhile.  And this is especially true for the Christian as he realizes that spiritual fruitfulness is not only a means  to find inner joy, but it is also a means to fulfill his highest calling of bringing glory to God.

     We have begun a series addressing the most basic, fundamental purpose that any person has in life.  What is the chief end of man?  What is his most basic purpose in life?  Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.  

     Now we have already seen that to glorify God is to recognize his true character, his dignity, his majesty, and to reveal God's being through our thoughts, words and actions.  The lights in this sanctuary serve us by glorifying us.  Without the lights being on, we would not be able to see one another.  But with the lights on, we can look at each other.  The lights reveal who we are, and in that way they glorify us.  So each of us have been created by God for the purpose of revealing God's character, and it is through the accomplishment of this purpose that we find true purpose and meaning in life.  Knowing God and glorifying him fills a void in our spiritual being that nothing else is able to fill.

     How do we glorify God?  We are in the midst of looking at 30 distinct ways in which the Bible says that we can glorify God.  Last week we looked at the first 3.  We can glorify God by praising and exalting his name, we can glorify God by singing about him, and we can glorify God by giving him thanks and living lives characterized by appreciation.  Now let's continue to look at this important matter of glorifying God by living fruitful lives.  As we consider this matter, we see that there are 3 necessary ingredients in the Christian living a fruitful life, and each of these is emphasized throughout the Bible in connection with a person glorifying God.  

1.  The first very necessary ingredient involves confession of sin.  As we study the Bible, we see that one of the very important ways in which we glorify God in our lives is through confession of sin.  

     The Psalmist wrote in Psalm 79:9: "Help us, O God our Savior, for the glory of your name; deliver us and forgive our sins for your name's sake."

     In Revelation 16:7‑9, we have quite a different picture presented to us from those who oppose God's program.  In the midst of the bowl or vial judgments, we read these words:  "Yes, Lord God Almighty, true and just are your judgments.  The 4th angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was given power to scorch people with fire.  They were seared by the intense heat and they cursed the name of God, who had control over these plagues, but they refused to repent and glorify him."

     In the first case, the Psalmist desired cleansing from his sins for the glory of God's name.  But in the later, the enemies of God refused to repent of their sins and thereby glorify God.

     From the beginning of time, when sin entered into the world, people in general have tried to cover up their sins pretending that they are not there.  The Bible records that Adam and Eve first made leaf coverings for their bodies and then ran and hid from the presence of God after they first sinned.  When God confronted them about their sin, asking them if they had disobeyed his command, both Adam and Eve immediately made excuses and tried to cover up their sin.  That is the natural response of the natural man.  But we need to realize that failing to confess sins before God is an attempt to glorify man in the place of God.

     The Bible gives God's perfect standards for moral conduct.  This standard reveals his glory, his righteous character, his perfect being.  Every human being has fallen short of those standards.  "For all have sinned, and fallen short of the glory of God."  Rom. 3:23.  Confession of sin is simply admitting our sin before God.  The Greek term confess, literally means to tell it like it is, to admit it.  Now when we fail to recognize our sin and fail to admit our sin before God, we in reality are setting our own personal standards above God's.  We are saying that our personal standards are acceptable, and that we needn't be concerned with God's revealed standards.  In essence, this attitude glorifies us, and attempts to set man up in God's place.  In contrast, when we recognize our personal sin and admit that sin before God, confessing it to him, we are recognizing that God's ways are right, and we are then giving glory to the person and character of God.  One of the major ways in which God's children can reveal the righteous character of God and thereby glorify his name is in their sensitivity to sin and in their readiness to confess that sin before God and to seek to walk in purity before him.

     One of the clear illustrations of this principle is found in the Old Testament.  Joshua had just led the children of Israel across the Jordan River into the Promised Land, and they had just fought their first major battle against the fortified city of Jericho.  God had miraculously delivered them by causing the walls of Jericho to crumble so that they could conquer the city.  So the fall of Jericho was a statement to the entire land of Canaan, and that statement struck fear and terror into the hearts of Israel's enemies.  

     Now because of the critical nature of this specific battle, and because of the miraculous way in which God was going to deliver the city of Jericho without a military siege, God made an unusual stipulation to the people of Israel.  Everything within the city of Jericho was devoted to God‑ the people were to refrain from taking any of the spoils of battle.  They were not to pick up any booty, they were to leave it all to be destroyed.  Now this was not the normal pattern‑ normally, God was going to allow the people to partake freely of the spoils of battle.  But in this case, God had a reason for giving this command.  God, not the soldiers, was going to take this city through His miraculous power.  Therefore, all the fruits of the battle were to belong to Him.

     Now there was a man named Achan from the tribe of Judah who thought that this stipulation from God was pretty foolish.  After all, why waste all of these precious articles of war.  Achan had a better standard.  And in his greed, Achan took some silver, and some gold, and some clothing, and he hid that booty in his tent.  But God was not pleased with Achan's actions, and he caused the whole Israelite army to lose the next battle against a little town called Ai.  As Joshua was complaining to the Lord about this military set‑back, God revealed to Joshua the reason for the loss‑ because Achan had taken glory for himself in the battle of Jericho rather than giving the glory to God.  By taking the booty of war, Achan had taken personal credit for that victory, and God was not pleased with his actions.

     Well, Joshua, in the presence of all the leaders of the people, by lot, chose the one who had sinned against God.  He first chose the tribe, then the clan, then the family, then Achan was chosen.  And I specifically want you to see what Joshua said to Achan after he was chosen as the guilty party.

Listen as I read some words of Joshua to Achan from Joshua 7.
     READ Joshua 7:19‑21 ‑ Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the Lord, the God of Israel, and give him the praise.  Tell me what you have done do not hide it from me.”  Achan replied, “It is true.  I have sinned against the Lord, the God of Israel.  This is what I have done:  When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, 200 shekels of silver and a wedge of gold weighing 50 shekels, I coveted them and took them.  They are hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath.”
     Now as we conclude the story, we might wonder why it was so important for Achan to confess his sin?  After all, his sin had cost the lives of brave soldiers, so he was going to have to give his life anyway.  Why was it important for Achan to confess his sin before Joshua and the other leaders?  The answer is found in Joshua's words‑ "give glory to the Lord . . . tell me what you have done."  You see, Achan by his actions had taken the glory for the battle himself.   And it was important for him before his death to correct that action.  Far more important than the gold or silver or clothing which was merely taking of material things was the robbing of God's glory.  So Achan was given the opportunity to give that glory back to God where it belonged before his death‑ and he did that by confessing his sin.  He did that by admitting that God's commandment was right, and that his personal standard that he had set up in its place was wrong.  

     Whenever we confess our sins, we do the same thing.  We confess the righteousness of God's standards.  And in doing so, we glorify God, we reveal his holy and righteous character.  His standards are absolute, unchanging.  So confession of sin is one of the major means that we have to glorify God.

      2.  The second ingredient which is so necessary in living a fruitful life is living our lives by faith.  

     In the 4th chapter of Romans, the Apostle Paul  gives a great doctrinal treatise on the importance of faith and living a life of faith in order to please God.  Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Abraham, the Old Testament patriarch, is chosen as exhibit A.  Abraham, as you know, was given a great promise by God when he was 75 years old.  That promise involved land which God pledged to give him, a child who would be eventually multiplied into a great nation, and the blessing of God upon his life.  Abraham and Sarah, who were too old physically to have children, could never have dreamed of the nation of Israel that would stand even today as a testimony to their faith.  But in spite of their doubts and questions, they chose to live a life of faith‑ they chose to believe God and to live their lives assuming that God's promise to them was going to come true.  Notice what Paul writes concerning Abraham in Romans 4:18‑21:  "Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, So shall your offspring be.  Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead‑ since he was about a hundred year’s old‑ and that Sarah's womb was also dead.  Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised."

     Do you see what Paul is saying here?   Abraham was not a hopeless romantic.  He was realistic, he faced the facts of life.  He faced the fact that his body at 100 years of age and his wife’s body at 90 years of age could not produced children any longer.  But he also recalled that promise which God had given to him 25 years earlier, and even though God had not fulfilled that promise to him yet, Abraham chose to believe God and to live his life assuming that what God said, he would do.  And Paul says that Abraham gave glory to God in living that life of faith.

     Now we can live the same type of life today.  The world's general philosophy contains many contradictions to what God has said.  The world says, "look out for number one.  You save your life by using power to get others to serve you."  God says that the one who really wants to save his life will lose it in service for others, and Jesus modeled that kind of life while he lived here on the earth.  The world's general philosophy says, get all of the material possessions that you can.  Happiness is to be found in riches and prosperity.  God says that true joy and happiness can be found only in our relationship with Him.  Paul said in 2 Corinthians that poverty can actually bring great riches.  The world's general philosophy says avoid suffering at all costs.  Happiness is found only in good times and parties.  God says suffering and trials can actually produce joy for the Christian and that God can work every circumstance out for good in his children's lives.  

     Now we have a choice in life.  We can either live according to the world's changing values, or we can choose to live our lives according to God's changeless word.  If we choose the later, we choose to live a life of faith, and the Bible says that that type of life brings glory to God.  We can glorify God by choosing to live a life of faith.

     If we glorify God by continuously confessing sin in our lives, and if we glorify God by living the life of faith, then a 3rd means of glorifying God will naturally take place in our lives‑

     3.  We will glorify God by bearing spiritual fruit in our lives.  Jesus said in that famous allegory picturing himself as the vine and his followers as the branches, "This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples."  John 15:8 

     God desires for us to live productive lives, fruitful lives.  Biblical fruit indicates any divine product that God produces through our lives.  It can be manifest in character qualities, in souls won for the Lord, in productive accomplishments, service for God and our fellow man, in an endless variety of ways.  But we can be sure that God wants for us to be fruitful people.  In whatever arena he has called for us to function, he desires for us to be fruitful.  And he will make us so, if we live pure lives and walk by faith.


When I was younger, playing basketball in college, the best known college basketball coach in the country was John Wooden. Those around basketball in those times referred to him simply as "the coach".  John Wooden led the UCLA Bruins to 7 consecutive national championships and 10 in 12 years.  Nobody has ever duplicated that feat or expects a repetition of Wooden's accomplishments‑ he is recognized by many as the most successful college basketball coach who has ever lived.  Yet anyone who has read anything about John Wooden realizes that winning was not what he emphasized the most.  He was a teacher of young men.  He taught them character and values.  He could say as I once heard him admit in an interview in response to the question did he ever lose his temper as a coach, "I always told my players to control their tempers, and I couldn't very well expect them to if I wasn't setting a good example myself.  I lost my temper once in a while, but I never lost control."  His short, wise quotes are repeated to this day.  "To fail to prepare is to prepare to fail".  "Be quick, but don't be in  a hurry."  "Don't mistake activity for achievement."  "The purpose of discipline isn't to punish but to correct."  "Things turn out best for those who make the best of the way things turn out."  His strength of convictions were recognized and respected by every player. 

     During one of those championship years played during the turmoil of the Vietnam War, two of his star players, Center Steve Patterson and Forward Sidney Wicks, came asking to be excused from 1 practice to show solidarity with a nationwide rally protesting the Vietnam War.  As Patterson recounts the event, he said, "Coach asked us if this reflected our convictions, and we told him it did.  He then told us that he had his convictions too, and if we missed practice it would be the end of our careers at UCLA."  Quite a statement from a coach to his two star players as they were struggling under the pressures of another national championship.

     John Wooden was a loving and faithful family man.  Devoted to his wife of 53 years, Nell, he continues to grieve her passing, and continues to spend time with his children, grand children and great grand children.

     Certainly, there can be no denial that this man achieved as much or more in his profession than any other coach, ever.  Nobody can deny the fruitfulness of his life.

     A few years ago, John Wooden who taught English at South Bend Central High School before heading into college coaching, wrote this poem.  I would like to read it for you in closing this morning:

     The years have left their imprint on my hands and on my face

     Erect no longer is my walk, and slower is my pace.

     But there is no fear within my heart because I'm growing old

     I only wish I had more time to better serve my Lord.

     When I've gone to Him in prayer, He's brought me inner peace

     And soon my cares and worries and other problems cease;

      He's helped me in so many ways, He's never let me down;

     Why should I fear the future, when soon I could be near his crown?

     Though I know down here my time is short, there is endless time up there,

     And He will forgive and keep me ever in his loving care.

John Wooden was a man who knew God's forgiveness in his life.  He was a man of Biblical values who used them in his coaching.  While almost every other coach tried the so called proven methods of coaching and said that old‑time Biblical values couldn't work, John Wooden used them anyway.  And he was fruitful in life, achieving in his profession that which nobody had even accomplished before or likely will ever in the future.

     So it can be with each of us.  God desires the best for his children.  But he knows that it is best for his children when they live lives glorifying Him.  Only then do they have the character to handle temporal successes in life.  And in part, we glorify God as we confess our sins before him, as we live lives of faith, and as we bear fruit for his glory.  

PAGE  
1

