REACHING OUT – Glorifying God #3
     During the summer of 1924, Paris was buzzing with excitement for Paris was the sight of the 8th Olympic Games.  Since the modern Olympics had been started with the games in Athens in 1896, they had quickly grown in their world‑wide interest and enthusiasm.  Many countries were sending their best athletes with pride and anticipation of winning medals in the competition.  So it was that Great Britain sent Eric Liddell to Paris with a measure of confidence, for Eric was favored to win the gold medal in the 100 meter dash.  

     Now the 100 meter dash is a special Olympic event for the winner of this race is acclaimed to be the fastest human being on the face of the earth.  So there is an extra measure of pride to the country that welcomes the gold medal, for it can also boast the world's fastest runner as one of its citizens.  

     So Eric Liddell was sent off to Paris with great enthusiasm and expectation, and with the confidence that he would soon be returning with the gold, as the world's fastest human being.  

     The events that soon followed Eric's arrival in Paris caused a great stir in that Olympic village and back in Great Britain and even throughout the entire world.  For through a last-minute change in scheduling, the finals in the 100 meter dash had been scheduled to be run on Sunday.  Eric Liddell, a Scotch divinity student, had immediately informed his coach that he would not run the race on the Lord's Day, and the word quickly spread through the Olympic village.  The coach and teammates tried to persuade Eric to run.  Letters from back home implored him to run.  Reporters wrote their disbelief that a young man would pass up such an opportunity to win the gold.  Even some believers tried to alter Eric's convictions.  Wouldn't Eric be able to be a more visible testimony and have many more opportunities to witness by winning an Olympic gold medal in the 100 meter dash?  But Eric had lived to this point with a firm conviction.  Sunday was the Lord's Day, and Eric had always devoted that day to God.  He had never participated in athletic events on that day, and he would not start now, even if it meant that a gold medal hung in the balance.  

     As Eric was preparing to leave Paris to cross the English Channel, the coach realizing the futility of persuading Eric to violate his convictions made a final, rather strange suggestion.  The British team was strong in the 100 meters anyway‑ in fact they would win the gold with a Jewish young man named Abrahamson.  But they were very weak in the 400 meters.  Those heats and the final were run during the week.  Would Eric consider running the 400 instead of the 100 meter race?  The suggestion really was an absurd one.  Eric had never trained in the 400, and the difference between the 100 and the 400 meters to a trained runner was like night and day.  The 100 was an all out sprint; the 400 required pace.  Eric would be running against world class runners; the best of the best.  He certainly would make a fool out of himself, for all eyes would be upon him, and he would finish dismally against the finest 400 meter men in the world.  What would happen to his convictions then?  What would happen to his testimony?  

     But Eric Liddell accepted the challenge.  He would run the 400 meters even though he had never trained for it, and had never run in a 400 meter race at this level of competition before.  As Eric toed the starting blocks, adrenalin rushed through this body, and doubts inevitably crossed his mind.  Had he made the right decision?  

     The gun sounded, and Eric sprinted out in the only manner that he knew.  His 100 meter dash speed acquired for him the early lead as he sped past the other racers.  But onlookers just glanced at one another and nodded.  Everyone knew that he would fold half way through the race.  But Eric Liddell didn't fold that day.  He finished the 400 meters in world record time‑ 47.6 seconds.  He took home the gold medal to his native country of Great Britain.  And in his race, Eric Liddell changed the nature of the 400 meters, for since that race even to this very day, the 400 meters race is now run as a sprint, from start to finish, because Eric Liddell proved that it could be done.

     When Eric returned to England, he came home as a hero.  And the inevitable press conferences and banquets began.  In town after town, Eric told of his decision not to run the 100 meter dash.  He gave the reasons for it plainly and simply.  And then he always added that running was not going to be his career, but that he was preparing to be a missionary in China, to tell the Chinese people the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  One distinguished Newsman of Eric's day wrote these words in his article in response to Eric's message:  "What a hush suddenly fell over the audience.  The Olympic games were forgotten: the olive crowns and the thunderous cheers; and we saw this young man preparing to go forth on a mission."

     Christians might have differing convictions as to proper activities on the Lord's Day‑ that's fine, the Bible certainly allows for that.  But it can’t be denied that Eric Liddell in the consistency of his convictions and in his priority of spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ brought glory to God in heaven.

     We have been looking at the most basic, fundamental purpose that any person has in life.  That is the function of glorifying God.  What is the chief end of man?  Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever.  

     Now this term "glorifying God" has become somewhat abstract to us.  It is such a grand term, such an all-encompassing term, such an ethereal term‑ how exactly can a person glorify God?  We have begun a series looking at specific ways from the Scriptures whereby a Christian can glorify God.  This morning, we want to look at how we can glorify God through outreach, seeking to spread the good news of salvation to others.  And I would like to discuss 3 means of glorifying God through outreach that are emphasized throughout the Bible.  As individuals and as a church body, we can each be actively involved in these 3 means, and in these we can have the assurance that we are indeed glorifying God.

     1.  The first way to glorify God in outreach that we want to look at this morning is to work for the vitality and expansion of God's programs here upon this earth.

     Listen to the words of the prophet Isaiah:  "You have enlarged the nation, O Lord; you have enlarged the nation.  You have gained glory for yourself; you have extended all the borders of the land."  Is. 26:15

     Now Isaiah's thinking is very clear here.  As the nation of Israel prospered and expanded, God was gaining glory for his name.  The reason for this was that God had revealed that the Jewish people were his chosen people and that Palestine was the land that he had given to them.  This was the manner in which God had chosen to work during the O.T. days‑ to reveal himself through a national framework.  So then, as God's visible work here on the earth prospered and expanded, God was gaining glory to himself.

     In every age, God has revealed clearly the manner in which he has chosen to work through his people here on the earth.  In this present age, God has chosen to reveal himself through his church.  We often refer to this present time as the dispensation of grace or the church age.  Since the Day of Pentecost,  God has been operating his program here on this earth through the institution that He has called the ekklesia, or called out ones, or the church.  The church is called the bride of Christ in the Bible, and God is preparing Christ's bride for that wedding day that is coming in the future when Christ comes to take his bride home to heaven to be with Him.  Now we must realize that the manner in which God's programs are run and the way the church operates are reflections upon his testimony.  The world knows that the church represents God.  If God's churches are prospering and expanding, this brings glory to God.  And we all realize that there are many indications of a prospering church.  Most important is the growth and development of spiritual character within the members of that church.  But there are many other indications as well‑ unity and love, financial stability, numerical growth, expansion of missions programs, reaching out to the community in various ways to meet needs, and many others.  And it is clear that one of the ways in which we can bring glory of God is by diligently working for the welfare of Christ's church.

     Now there are a couple of applications which are clear from this means of glorifying God.  First, we must be very careful how we operate and how we represent Christ's church.  Our church should be very ethical in its dealings.  We should be sound in our financial commitments.  We should be true to our word.  Churches that use pragmatic, unethical means, churches that don't pay their bills, churches that have run down appearances and look shabby and unkempt, churches that have reputations for bickering and fighting, are not operating as God intended for them to and actually can bring shame to the name of God instead of glorifying his name.  We can be thankful as a church that we are known as a church that keeps its word, that we have always paid our bills, that our buildings are well maintained and presentable, that our practices have been ethical in the past‑ and we must dedicate ourselves to continuing these practices in the future.  Because the manner in which we conduct ourselves doesn't just reflect upon our members, God's glory is also at stake.  

     But also, we should be reminded that anything that we do to cause our church to prosper is seen by God as bringing glory to his name.  When we teach that class, when we sing in the choir, when we give our offerings, when we plant those flowers, when we usher, when we chaperone those young people, when we attend that committee meeting, when we fix that leaky faucet, when we invite someone to come to church with us, anything that we do to help to strengthen the church of God is bringing glory to God's name.  Isaiah said, You have gained glory for yourself, you have extended all the borders of the land.  So when we work for the welfare of Christ's church and "extend the borders" of God's program in this age, we likewise are bringing glory to God.

     2.  But in the second place, will you note with me that we bring glory to God through our missions program.  The Scripture passage that we read this morning was Psalm 96.  In this Psalm, a very logical progression is made.

READ Psalm 96:3‑5
  PS 96:3 Declare his glory among the nations,

    his marvelous deeds among all peoples.

  PS 96:4 For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;

    he is to be feared above all gods.

  PS 96:5 For all the gods of the nations are idols,

    but the LORD made the heavens.

     The Bible presents a God who is the creator of all things.  He is not like the "gods of the nations" that are "idols".  They are provincial gods.  They are jealously guarded deities of a specific group of people who watch out only for their welfare.  The God of the Bible is not this kind of God.  He is the creator of the entire universe‑ He cannot be limited to one country or even one continent.  He is the creator of all people‑ He cannot be limited to one race or to people who have a similar color of skin.  He is an infinite God in splendor, strength and majesty‑ He cannot be limited in any way.  

     Now we must realize that our attitude towards missions reflects the kind of God whom we worship.  If we become very biased and prejudiced, attempting to hoard God and His blessings to ourselves, we are advocating belief in a provincial, limited God.  But if, on the other hand, we realize the character and greatness of God, and realize that He deserves to have the worship of every people, from every nation, and if this recognition motivates us to support and send out missionaries to proclaim the greatness of his mercy and character to all people throughout the world, then we are by our actions bringing glory to God.  

     We must realize that there have been many periods in the history of the church when even leaders have not realized the importance of glorifying God in missions and there have been devastating effects of their neglect.  
Several hundred years after the church had expanded throughout the Roman Empire to the point where it changed from being an illegal, persecuted religion to the only religion that was accepted and approved, the church became very smug and complacent and inward looking.  Monastic movements began to spring up where church leaders cloistered themselves away from society.  It was during this period of almost complete lack of outreach that a false prophet named Mohammed rose and spread his teachings all the way across North Africa up into Europe.  We are still paying for this failure of the church during the 7th century even to this day.  In fact we have soldiers this morning who are battling strongly anti-Christian Moslems in Iraq – this all started over a thousand years ago with a lack of concern for outreach in the church.
In 1269, Marco Polo brought a request from Kublai Khan in Peking for "a hundred wise men of the Christian religion (to bring the message of Christianity) and so shall I be baptized, and when I shall be baptized all my barons and great men will be baptized, and then their subjects baptized, and so there will be more Christians here than there are in your parts."  When Marco Polo brought the message with the assurance that the Mongols were in fact serious, that they were at a spiritual crossroads, and that the spiritual future of Asia might hang in the balance, he went to the wrong person with the request.  Marco Polo presented the request to Pope Gregory X who hardly considered the request.  Perhaps he felt threatened at the possibility of having so many Chinese "Christians".  But for whatever the reason, Gregory sent not 100, but 2 lonely Dominican friars, who only went as far as Armenia because the hardship was too great for them and then they returned back home.  Kublai Khan came to a very logical conclusion.  If this is all those Christians think of their God, he must not be worthy of worship.  And one of the greatest missionary opportunities in the history of the church was lost.  And we are continuing to suffer the consequences that that spiritual neglect even to this day dealing with communist China.  Gregory had the opportunity to bring such glory to God, but he was only concerned with his own little world, protecting his own glory, and he lost the opportunity.

     If we really believe in a God who is the creator of the entire universe and everything in it, then we will not be satisfied until this universe is filled with the knowledge of God so that He might receive the glory that is rightfully due to his name.  So then, one of the ways in which we bring glory to God is through our mission endeavors, spreading the good news of the gospel throughout the world.

     3.  But there is a third way in which we bring glory to God which we must mention in the context of our studying this matter of outreach.  The bible indicates that we bring glory to God when we personally testify of God's saving grace in our lives to others.  

     A wonderful example in this regard is given to us by the Shepherds who first witnessed the birth of Jesus Christ.  These humble shepherds were out in the fields watching their flock of sheep.  They could have not imagined in their wildest dreams the wonder and excitement of that fateful, first Christmas evening.  Suddenly, an angel appeared to them giving to them the message of Christ's birth.  Then other angels joined in a great, glorious choir proclaiming the praises of God.  The shepherds were so impressed that they decided that they must go into the city of Bethlehem and see this Christ‑child who had been born to the world.  So they did.  They journeyed into Bethlehem, following the instructions of the angel, and they found Joseph and Mary and Jesus just as the angel had predicted.

     After their wonderful experience, witnessing the birth of Christ, the Bible records an interesting statement.  It says in Luke 2:17‑20:  "When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what  had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds had said to them. . . The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had seen and heard, which were just as they had been told."

     Now it is interesting to note that the shepherds did not explain all of the intecrecies of the birth of the God‑man; they did not give a detailed description of how the incarnation could have occurred.  They just told what they had seen and heard.  They were witnesses of what God had shown them.  And in their being witnesses, they glorified God.

     Many Christians are mistaken concerning the responsibility that God has given to them.  Many feel that it is the responsibility of Christians to save other people.  And the result of this false concept is that many Christians walk around with unbelievably heavy burdens upon their shoulders.  Nowhere does the Bible command believers to save their fellow human beings lost in sin.  In fact, that would be an impossibility.  Only God can forgive sins; only Christ can provide the way to salvation; only the Holy Spirit can quicken the spiritual heart.  The responsibility that is given to Christians in the Bible is that of being a witness.  "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses."  Jesus said as he was leaving this earth.  (Acts 1:8).  The job of a witness is very simple.  The witness just tells what he has seen and heard.  That's it.  That's all.  The witness does not decide guilt‑ that is the job of the jury.  The witness does not defend‑ that is the job of the lawyer.  The witness does not set the sentence‑ that is the job of the judge.  The witness just tells what he has seen or heard.  And that is exactly what God wants for each of us to do with our lives.  When God saves us from our sin and gives to us a new purpose for living, he wants us to tell others what we have experienced in our lives.  When God works in some wonderful or miraculous way in our life, he wants us to tell others what we have seen or heard.  We don't have to feel responsible to explain everything theologically.  We can feel free to say that we don't understand everything about the way God works in our life.  But we do know that He is working, and we can tell others what we have seen and experienced in our lives.  And the Bible says that by witnessing, we bring glory to God.

     Now, it is important to realize that witnesses do not control the response of the one receiving the witnesses.  The witness in the trial influences the jury's decision, but the witness does not control what the jury decides.  So it is with the Christian.  We witness and thereby glorify God‑ but we must leave the ultimate decisions to God and the individual receiving the witness.

     I read a clear illustration of this from the life of Corrie Ten Boom recently.  As many of you know, Corrie Ten Boom and her family suffered great persecution and atrocities during W.W. II.  While Corrie Ten Boom was speaking at Moody Bible Institute at a conference one time, she received word that 2 of their chief persecutors, Willemsen and Kaptein, had been convicted of war crimes and were sentenced to be executed within a few weeks.  Corrie decided to communicate with these two men, bearing witness of the grace of God that they had experienced in their lives.  So she wrote to both of them, sharing the fact that there was forgiveness available through the Lord Jesus Christ.  That Christ had died for their sins, and that he would forgive them‑ that salvation was offered as a free gift from God.  Corrie happened to mention this letter on a interview over WMBI, Moody's radio station, so the word spread concerning the execution of these men, and many Christians throughout the nation began praying for their conversion.  

     Just before their execution, both of these men responded in letter back to Corrie Ten Boom.  Let me give a quote from each letter.  Willemson wrote: "I know what I have done to the family ten Boom.  That you and your sister could forgive me was for me the evidence that there is forgiveness in Jesus Christ.  I have brought to him my sins and received him as my Savior."  

     Kaptein wrote: "I know what I have done to your family.  Not only have I been the cause of your father's death, and the death of other members of your family, but I have also helped to kill thousands of Jewish people.  The only regret I have is that I was not able to kill more of your brood."

     Two letters.  Two very different responses.  But despite the responses, Corrie ten Boom did exactly what God wanted her to do in both cases.  In both cases, she was a witness.  In both cases, she shared with these men the forgiveness that God had shared with her in her life.  And in both cases, in Kaptein's as well as Willemson's, Corrie ten Boom glorified God.

     Yes, we have the privilege of glorifying God in numerous ways in our lives and thereby we achieve our ultimate purpose for living.  And one of the very important ways in which we can glorify God is through reaching out to others who are not as yet members of the family of God.  We can do this through working for the expansion of Christ's church and thereby glorifying God in the local community.  We can do this through supporting missions and thereby glorifying God throughout the world.  And we can do this through our personal witness, thereby glorifying God in every place that our life touches.
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