GIVING GOD THE CREDIT    Glorifying God #4

     For many years, coaches and trainers have been concerned with head injuries in football.  Consistently, head injuries have ranked 5th in football injuries; approximately 1 out of 20 pro football injuries are to the head area.  And when the potential lasting seriousness of head injuries are taken into consideration, one can easily see why 4 noted scientific researchers were asked to do a detailed study on a helmet that would be most effective in preventing head injuries.  

     These scientific researchers found that it takes an impact of about 425 pounds per square inch to fracture the average human skull.  The first football helmets were simply leather skins.  They did guard the head against abrasions and scratches, but didn't really protect the head from the force of heavy blows.  Then a new football helmet was designed on the premise that a helmet would protect the head as it dispersed the impact to a greater area.  So the football helmet that I wore as youngster was a suspension type of helmet with an inner canvas web, surrounded by an outer plastic shell.  This helmet was able to disperse the impact of a blow to a larger area, an area of approximately 20 inches.  And this newer designed helmet did help in the prevention of more head injuries.   

     The problem, of course, is that with bigger and faster athletes, the force of the blows became greater and greater, until just dispersion of the force wasn't enough.  Something had to be done to cushion or lessen the force of the blows.  That is where these 4 scientific researchers came in, employed by the NFL to research the optimum football helmet.  Years ago now, their research was completed and documented in a respected British medical journal.  Their recommendation to equipment manufacturers was this:  "a lighter, thicker, form‑fitting, firm by spongy (substance). . . with a relatively thin and hard outer shell to protect against abrasion.  Wherever practical, this should be combined with a protective neck collar to dampen sudden, unexpected rotary movements that could create shearing strains in brain tissue."

     Almost all modern day football helmets follow these guidelines.  And the 4 scientific researchers were applauded for their innovative and effective design suggestions.  To their professional credit, however, these scientific researchers quickly admitted that they had not invented this unique design, but they had rather borrowed it.  For the perfect helmet was not recent in origin, but had been in existence for thousands of years.  The creator of all things had designed it.  No, these scientists admitted that they had just studied it and gleaned the ultimate impact‑absorbing principles from it.  So our modern day football helmets are fashioned as closely as humanly possible . . with the materials that we have today . . to the head and skull of the woodpecker.  

     It really shouldn't surprise us that we continue to stand in amazement at the creative hand of God.  In spite of the thousands of years of scientific research that have been performed, in spite of unbelievable progress that mankind has made in the development of modern technology and scientific advances, we still must admit that we have but scratched the surface of the complexities of God's creative powers.  In fact, each door that we open seems to reveal hundreds of more doors to explore.  More powerful telescopes reveal greater expanses to the universe.  More complex microscopes open up a microcosm universe as great as the heavenly one.   And every door that is opened to a new manifestation of  God's creative power reveals the glory of God to us.

     During the past several weeks, we have been looking at specific ways in which we as human beings can glorify God.  Glorifying God is the chief end of man, it is the ultimate purpose of every single human being.  But specifically, how do we give glory to God?  Well, we have already seen that we glorify God by praising His name, by singing His praises, by living thankful lives, by being sensitive to sin in our lives and confessing our sins to him, by living by faith, by bearing fruit with our lives, by working for the expansion of his programs, by doing what we can to spread His good name throughout all the earth and by personally witnessing for the Lord.  Now this morning, we come to the matter of glorifying God by giving him the credit for what He does.

     The Bible says that one of the ways in which we can give glory to the name of God is by giving him the credit for what he accomplishes.  Now at first, we might think that this is rather obvious‑ of course, we would give God the credit for what he does just as we would naturally give anyone the credit for what he or she accomplishes.  But a careful consideration of this subject reveals the fact that the human race has continuously tried to take credit from God for what God has accomplished.  In this, people have continuously tried to wrestle glory away from God and accept that glory for ourselves.  This is not pleasing to God.  God desires for human beings to recognize his works and give proper credit to him‑ and in this way, the Bible says, we can glorify God.  

      Now I would direct your attention to 2 specific areas in which the Bible says that we should give proper credit to God.

     1.  The first area is the area of God's creation. Consistently, throughout the Scriptures, the Bible connects God's creation with the manifestation of his glory.  Listen to just a few of these passages:

     "O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.  You have set your glory above the heavens."  Ps. 8:1

     "The heavens declare the glory of God, the skies proclaim the work of his hands."  Ps. 19:1

     And specifically, the creation of man in the image of God is often given in the Bible as a reflection of God's glory.  Through his prophet Isaiah, God said, "Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth, everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made."  Is. 43:6,7

     The message of the Bible couldn't be clearer.  God is presented in the Bible as the creator of the universe and everything in it.  He created everything to reflect his glory.  And God simply wants what is due to him, for all of creation to recognize that he is the author of the universe and to give him credit for what he has made.  

     Now that is not asking too much, is it?  Yet the history of the human race shows that we have continuously attempted to deny that God has created the universe.  People have accepted and believed the most ridiculous and irrational explanations for the universe; we have even tried to claim credit for the universe ourselves.  Any explanation  will seem to do; just so God doesn't get the credit that He deserves.  

     Now we don't have time this morning to review the history of man's creative mythologies that have existed all the way throughout human history, but let us just consider for a moment today's modern thought for it is the most relevant to our lives anyway.  The most common explanation for the creation of the universe today in science in spite of the fact that we live in a modern, scientifically enlightened age, is among the most irrational and absurd explanations that has existed in the history of the human race.  But not only do many today cling to some kind of evolutionary explanation for the existence of the universe, but it is the official doctrine of our entire public school system.  Many are holding to the belief today that sometime in ages past, perhaps hundreds of billions of years ago, matter began to come into existence out of nothing.  And that matter, which came forth from nowhere, began to grow and develop and become more and more complex.  Finally, from that physical matter, life began to develop, first of all in very simple, single‑celled forms.  But then that life began to grow and develop and become more and more complex.  That life began to accommodate itself to various environmental conditions, and change in form and nature.  Finally, over the expanse of hundreds of millions of years, many different kinds of animals had evolved, including the greatest and most complex of all animals, human beings.  If you visit the museum of natural science over in Ann Arbor that is part of the University of Michigan, this view point will be dogmatically presented as the explanation for how the universe and the earth and all life on the earth came into existence.

     Now we could address this evolutionary belief of the earth's existence strictly from a scientific viewpoint and demonstrate how inconsistent and irrational it is, but we won't take a lot of time to do this in part because I am not an expert in scientific matters.  But I do know from the basic courses in science that I have had that evolution contradicts proven laws of physics, so we have a built in inconsistency within our scientific disciplines.  The first law of Thermodynamics says that energy can neither be created nor destroyed.  Energy can certainly change forms and regularly does so‑ but it can't be completely destroyed, nor can it be created.  The second law of Thermodynamics says that within any closed system, disorder increases with time.  So then, within any closed system (of which the universe is an example), the tendency is towards the disintegration and breakdown of order rather than towards the organization and structuring of it.  Now these are not theories, but rather these are laws of thermodynamics.  These have been held by scientists as constants, absolutes if you will.  And the theory of evolution runs in direct opposition to both of these.  If evolution were to be true, energy would have to have the possibility of being created, and the natural tendency of the universe would have to be towards greater order and complexity.  So just from a basic scientific standpoint, the theory of evolution is certainly open to question, and there is absolutely no way that it can be said to be a proven fact and the only possible explanation that would be allowed to be taught in our public education systems.       But if we were to address the theory of evolution as being the dominant explanation for the formation of the universe just from a scientific point of view, we would be missing the most basic  reason for its acceptance.  Natural man does not want to give God credit for creating the universe.  In his naturally sinful state, he wants to rob God from the glory that is rightfully his.  Evolution is just the tool, just the theory that attempts to explain the universe apart from the creating and sustaining power of God.  And it could be admitted that as weak as it is, it perhaps is the best explanation that could be presented leaving God entirely out of the picture.  So despite the inconsistencies, despite the contradictions, despite the lack of evidence in the fossil chain of so called missing links, many continue to cling to this theory because the alternative would be giving glory to God as the creator of the universe.

     Paul made an insightful statement in the first chapter of Romans.  READ Romans 1:18‑23
RO 1:18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.

    RO 1:21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.

     That process that Paul described in his day continues to be the process in the heart and mind of the natural man.  As man looks at the order and intricacies of creation, the most reasonable response on his part would be to recognize a powerful, wise being who was the creator of this universe.  Man does that in every other instance in life.  Whenever we see a machine carefully crafted , running smoothly, we do not immediately assume that it fell into existence by chance, but we assume that some engineer designed it and some skilled mechanic put it together.  But to do that with the presence of the universe would be admitting a being greater than himself.  So the human race is presented with a decision to make.  We can do that which would be reasonable to do, and recognize a being greater than ourselves who created all things called God, and thereby give glory to this God who is the originator of this wonderful universal machine.  Or we can choose to reject the concept of any being greater than ourselves.  Paul says that  it is not because of the lack of evidence that people would choose to rob God of his glory in creation.  No, we can see what was made, and we can clearly understand what we see.  “Although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him,” Paul says.  No, every person’s decision is rather a spiritual decision.  It is a question of whether or not we are willing to give glory that we selfishly desire for ourselves to another who is more worthy of it.  So then, one of the ways in which we can give glory to God is to recognize his rightful position as creator of the universe. 
     Now understanding what the Scriptures indicate in this regards has some practical applications in our lives.  We all are in positions where we can give recognition to God as our creator.  The student in the classroom regularly is involved in discussions concerning the validity of evolution.  When the student courageously speaks forth in defense of God's creative power, he might run against the grain of modern educational thought, but he is giving glory to God, and God is pleased.  When discussions come up at work, and we acknowledge our acceptance of divine creative power, God is pleased for we are giving him glory.  When we teach our children the Biblical truths that they have been created in the image and likeness of God, we are giving glory to the creator.  And we have regular opportunities to do this naturally in life.  If we are prepared for them and seize these opportunities, we can glory God in this way.


I still remember one of those times in our family when our boys were still young.  In fact, Sos was only 6 years old at the time.  We were relaxing as a family, watching a T.V. program.  We had heard that a new Family oriented program was going to be aired, designed by Jim Henson the creator of the Muppets.  As we were watching this program, we suddenly became aware that fully half of the program was devoted to a skit teaching young children the process of evolution, that humans evolved from lower life forms out of the sea over a period of millions and millions of years.  And the point of the skit was that we should not pollute the seas because they are really our mothers.  The point of pollution was very well taken, of course, but the educational message being given was robbing God of His rightful glory.  So our living room that evening turned into a classroom, and we began to discuss why evolution was not the truth, and that God created all things.  The 2 older boys were vigorously entering into the conversation.  About halfway through our discussion, it suddenly dawned on 6 year old Sos what these people on the program were actually advancing, and he asked.  "These people don't actually believe that people came from fish, do they?"  When I assured him that yes, there are some people that actually believe that, he just broke out in this incredulous laughter.  He thought that was the funniest thing that he had ever heard.  Even as a 6 year old child, he could see the impossibility of evolution.  

Now, happily, we are seeing some very encouraging signs today showing widening cracks in the theory of evolution.  Perhaps you heard of one of the leading proponent of atheism in the entire world publicly recanting his position just a few months ago.  Anthony Flew, a renown British professor of philosophy, built his reputation debating and advancing evolution.  For over 50 years, he has been a strong and consistent atheistic voice.  He opposed C.S. Lewis at Oxford University.  For decades, he has been heralded as the Goliath of Atheism, their champion.  Well, it was just a few months ago, at the age of 81, that Anthony Flew stood before a distinguished gathering of scientists in NYC and renounced his atheistic position.  As the audience’s mouths dropped open in shock, he admitted, “that now science has shown by the almost unbelievable complexity of the arrangements which are needed to produce life intelligence must have been involved.”
     As human beings, we have the privilege of giving glory to God by giving him the credit that he deserves as creator.  The rest of creation continually glorifies God.  The heavens continually declare the glory of God.  Day after day, in every language, they proclaim the glory of their creator.  We also have the privilege of glorifying God as we recognize him as our creator and sustainer.

     2.  But there is a second was in which we can glorify God by giving him the credit that we want to conclude with this morning.  We not only can glorify God in giving him credit for his works out there in creation, we can also glorify God by giving him the credit for the work he does in our personal lives.  When God works in our life, when God helps us in some way, when God does something special for us, when God meets our needs, we can glorify him by giving him the credit for what he does.  

     Matt. 5:16 says, "In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your father in heaven."

     People are continually watching our lives.  When God does something in our life, and we give him the credit for what he did, then the Bible says we are glorifying him.  This is very important, for if we don't give God the credit, people will likely try to give us the credit.  And if we silently accept God's credit, then we are glorifying ourselves not God.

     We have a beautiful example of this found in John 9.  As Jesus was walking along the road with his disciples, he came upon a man who had been born blind.  This man had never seen the light of day, he had never seen the beauty of a sunset, he had never been able to recognize his friends by sight rather than just by the sound of their voice, he had always been blind.  Jesus, after giving some words concerning himself being the light of the world, made a mud pack, put the mud on the eyes of the man born blind, and then commanded the man to go and wash the mud off in the pool of Siloam.  The man obeyed, and he immediately received sight from the healing hand of Jesus.

     That miracle was not the end of this man's problems‑ but rather it seemed to be only the beginning, for this man now became the center of a controversy.  The Pharisees immediately began to discredit the miracle that Jesus had performed.  They were trying to avoid giving him credit for his creative power.  They asked the man's parents about the miracle but the parents avoiding giving glory to Jesus.  "We know that he is our son”, the parents answered, “and we know he was born blind.  But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don't know.  Ask him.  He is of age; he will speak for himself."  (John 9:20,21).  John then goes on to tell us in verse 22, "His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for already the Jews had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue."  Out of fear for their own well‑being, the parents chose not to glorify Christ, not to give him the credit.

     Now the Pharisees were trying to sound so pious.  "Give glory to God”, they said,  “We know that this man is a sinner."  (9:24).  But we know that in reality they were trying to take glory away from God, for Christ was the son of God.

      The healed son's answer is so beautiful in its simplicity.  He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not I don't know.  One thing I do know.  I was blind but now I see."  (9:25).  Do you see what this man did?  He gave Christ the credit for what he had done in his life.  He risked his own reputation, he risked being thrown out of the synagogue which would have great cultural implications in his life‑ and they did in fact throw him out (9:34)‑he risked all of this so that he could give Christ the credit for his creative, healing power.  And Christ was pleased with this.  So much so that he would later come to the man and bring to him the message that would lead to his eternal life.  READ John 9:35‑38
JN 9:35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?"

    JN 9:36 "Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in him."

    JN 9:37 Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you."

    JN 9:38 Then the man said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him.

     Now we find 2 dramatic examples in this story.  The negative example is found in the lives of the parents.  They accepted the blessings of God, they received the healing of their son, but they were not willing to give Christ the credit for what he had done.  They were not willing because of their fear, fear of what people would think, fear of what people would do to them.  And their fear hindered them from ever receiving (to our knowledge) the greater blessing of God‑ eternal life.

     But then we see the positive example in the life of the man born blind who was healed.  He too had received the blessings of God for his eyes had been healed.  But he was quick to give God the credit.  In this he glorified Jesus Christ.  And Christ was pleased with his courage and honesty.  So much so that he came back and hunted him out to give to him the message of eternal life.  

     Every single one of us has the opportunity in life to give God the credit for what he does in our life and thereby glorify him.  We all can recognize him as our creator and sustainer.  This gives glory to God.  And we all can acknowledge his accomplishments in our life, the blessings that he gives to us in life.  We have so many blessings for which to be thankful.  Our health, our homes, our families, the daily sustaining hand of God.  Are we living our lives giving him the credit?  This is yet another way in which we can live lives bringing glory to God.
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