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     Katie was a gal of many talents.  She was an educator, having taught at Wellsly College for some 40 years.  She was also an author.  She wrote for magazines, other periodicals, and authored several travel books.  Most people of her day who knew her at all were familiar with her travel books.  But Katie's first love was poety.  She loved to write poetry.  On one occasion, while she was writing a travel book, she wrote a poem describing her view from Pike's Peak.  The poem that Katie wrote to express her inner feelings of the grandeur of the view was put aside and it lay dormant for many years.  Then one day in 1895, Katie showed it to some of her friends.  One of her friends had connections with a newspaper called the Congregationalist, and he published the poem in one of the editions.  From the beginning, literary critics began to pick apart this poem. Now this was new for Katie, for nobody had ever criticized her work before.  Probably, the critics didn't care anything about travel books.  But they began to pick and to criticize now that her poem had been published.  “Inaccurate rhyme”, some complained.  “A literary letdown” another wrote.  And the most common objection of all was the words "beautiful" and “purple”.  “They just did not fit the context”, the critics said.  They were too trite.

      Perhaps it was because Katie was not used to such criticism that she stuck to her guns.  The words described what she had seen, and she wouldn't change them, not one of them‑ no matter what the critics said.  It is interesting to note that every one of Katie's 30 plus travel books have fallen by the wayside‑ few remember any of them.  But the one poem written by Kathryn Lee Bates, her one work that was most severely attacked by the literary critics, this has gained a position close to the hearts of all Americans.  It was a poem in which she glorified the majesty and splendor of the country that she loved.  “Oh beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain.  For purple mountains majesty, above the fruited plain.”  America the beautiful.  

     One of the great abilities that God has given to the human race is the capacity to glorify something outside of itself.  When a person sees something that is grand and glorious, something like the majestic mountains, the verdant valleys, the raging rivers, that person has the capacity to appreciate this beauty and to express the wondrous nature of what is seen.  God gave us this capacity because it was central to the relationship that he intended for us to have with Him.  For God knew from the beginning that it would be good for us to be able to express glory to God himself.  We have a need to glorify God.  The fulfillment of this need fills an inner void within our spirit.  So it is very important that each of us realizes that ultimate expression of this capacity that God has created within each member of the human race‑ the ability to glorify God.


The Westminster  Confession of Faith has become a standard testimony to Christian belief.  Most of the doctrinal statements of evangelical churches today have been influenced by this summary of Biblical truth.  To help children learn the content of this great confession of faith, a catechism written in question and answer form was written.  The very first question from the Westminster Catechism is this one:     

Question:  What is the chief end of man?  In other words, what is our basic purpose for existing?  Why did God create us?  What is the basis for any meaning that we have in life?

Answer:  Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.  
Now that very short question and answer is foundational to everything else because it gives in a brief statement what the purpose of life is all about.  Man's chief end is to glorify God.  Man's basic purpose in life is to bring glory to God.  

     Now it is a shame that the term "glorify God" has become so abstract.  What does it mean to glorify God?  How does one glorify God?  If we were to ask these questions to your average person on the street, he wouldn't have the foggiest idea of what glorifying God means or how it is possible for a human being to accomplish it.  And that, of course, is the reason for so many people in our world today lacking purpose or meaning in life.  They are unaware of what our central purpose is that brings inner fullfillment and joy to our lives.

     I have been concerned in my own life to find out specifically what the Scriptures have to say about bringing glory to God so that I can remove this concept from the abstract and make it concrete in my life.  In what specific ways can I bring glory to God in my life?  I have searched more than 300 references in the Bible to God's glory, and have sorted out 30 specific ways from the Scriptures how we are able to glorify God.  I would like to share these with you during the next 9 weeks in a series on bringing glory to God‑ 30 specific, practical ways in which you and I can bring glory to God and thus fulfill our basic purpose in life.  I believe that you will find this study to be most profitable in your own life, because by obeying God's word in these specific area, we find the basic contentment and fulfillment that we all are searching for in life.

     Now as we begin this study, we must realize that the term glory of God is used in different ways in the Bible – that’s the reason for the more than 300 references boiling down to 30 specifics.  Often, the glory of God is used of the intrinsic glory that God possesses by virtue of who He is.  When Isaiah saw his vision of God recorded in Isaiah 6, he heard an angelic order called Seraphim crying out to one another, "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory."  They were speaking of the intrinsic glory that God possesses by virtue of who he is.  If God would have never created anything‑ angels, the universe, man‑ he still would possess infinite glory because of his divine nature.  God's glory is to him as light is to the sun or as wet is to water.  You don't have to command the sun to shine.  It just does by its very nature.  You don't have to make water wet.  It just is by its very nature.  And so it is with God.  He is a God of glory.  He has intrinsic glory.

     Now it is important that we see this, for when we speak of glorifying God or giving God glory, we are not talking about giving God something that He doesn't already possess.  You see, God did not create angels and nature and the human race to give him glory because He would not have glory without them.  God did not realize a lack in himself, and therefore create others to make up that lack.  So then, our giving glory to God does not make him more glorious than he already is.  If a million people glorify God, that doesn't add more to his glory than if one person glorifies him.  No, giving glory to God as the Bible commands does not imply that his creatures are making God to be a glorious being‑ He already is that.

     Rather glorifying God indicates a recognition on our part of who God is.  When we glorify God, we recognize God's dignity, his majesty, his greatness, and we honor and praise and worship God's person.  So then, glorifying God  is not designed to change God‑ for God is immutible, unchanging, He remains just as glorious if we recognizes it or not.  But glorifying God is designed to change us.  For once we see God for who he is and realize that we have been created for the purpose of glorifying God and enjoying him forever, we will never be the same.  We will experience an inner peace and joy and fulfillment of purpose that nothing else in this world can produce.

     Now how does one glorify God?  

1.  The most obvious means of glorifying God is to praise or to exalt his name.  

     David said in Psalm 34:1‑3: "I will extol the Lord at all times; his praise will always be on my lips.  My soul will boast in the Lord;  let the afflicted hear and rejoice. Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together."  

     In this passage the terms extol and praise and boast and exalt are all used in connection with the command to glorify the Lord.

     People always become excited about that which is closest to their hearts.  A person who meets someone special in his life, someone with whom she falls in love, is eager to talk about that person to anyone who will listen.  She praises that person telling about all of his qualities‑ no detail is too small to be overlooked.  She exalts him and boasts about him making sure that she reveals everything that she can think of that is good and admirable‑ sometimes many times.  It is almost as if she can't keep her feelings inside; they just bubble forth and overflow from her.  Now her words don't change the person that she is talking about‑ he will remain the same whether she praises him or not.  But her words do demonstrate her feelings about that love of her life.  Her words allow this needed expression to come forth.  So then, we need to express those words of praise.  Those words actually strengthen our relationship with those we love.

     It is interesting to note the derivation of the Hebrew word for glory in seeing the relationship between glorifying and praising or exalting God.  The Hebrew word is Kabad which comes from the root meaning "to be heavy".  To glorify literally meant to heap honors on a person until that person became heavy or rich with honor.  When one person made another person heavy with honor he then glorified that person.  It is interesting that the Old Testament people would use the term in that way, because that is quite literally what happens when one person praises or exalts another.

     This is one specific way in which we can glorify God.  When we speak highly of him to others, when we tell them how He is working in our lives, when we confess how much he means to us, when we don't hide our relationship with him as if we are ashamed of it, we are glorifying God.  

     2.  Now let's look at a second means of glorifying God that is very important in our public worship services, but that also should be important in our private lives as well.  That means is singing about him.

Ps. 66:1,1 ‑ "Shout with joy to God, all the earth!  Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious!"

Ps. 69:30,31 ‑ "I will praise God's name in song and glorify him with thanksgiving.  This will please the Lord more than an ox, more than a bull with its horns and hoofs." 

     God has created us in such a way that music, melody has a special way of reaching our innermost emotional being.  A song can reach a person's heart in a way that words can never reach it.  God has created us in this way so that we might have an additional means of glorifying him.  He desires for us to glorify him not only through spoken words, but also through song, making music and melody in our hearts to the Lord.  Some people have more ability in this area than others of us‑ but each of us has the capacity to enjoy music and to praise God through this means either by the personal music that we make or by vicariously participating in the musical expression of others.


This is the major reason why we spend time singing during our worship services.  It’s not that we’re trying to fill in the hour or that we’re just doing something that we life to do.  No, we are using this ability that God has given to us and that is commanded from us in the Bible to recognize who God is and give to Him the glory that He rightfully deserves.
     It is most interesting to see how the enemy has tried to take over this very important means of glorifying God.  The enemy knows only too well the impact that music can have on our lives.  He knows how music has the capacity to reach the innermost hearts of people.  So he has used music to indoctrinate people in the false teachings that he would want them to believe.  And he especially targets young people in the formative ages of their thinking patterns.  Just think for a moment of the major messages that come through the medium of music today through the most popular songs in the world around us.  Sexual overtones leading to sensual temptations, messages promoting inner pride and self‑sufficiency, rebellion against authority, frivilous themes promoting unimportant matters to central priority in life, messages promoting hedonistic and materialistic desires and lusts, these are the messages that are reaching the hearts of the American people through music today.  And if we are honest with ourselves, we will admit that much of the music that we hear would fall into this category.  No wonder we continue to face so many temptations in life.

     We need to realize the necessity of filling our lives with wholesome, beneficial, productive music‑ for this is a means of glorifying God.  We should fill our lives with wholesome, edifying music, whether it is traditional or contemporary to our tastes, that brings glory to God.  This is a very important means of glorifying God in our lives. 

3.  Now our verse in Ps. 69 alluded to another important way in which we glorify God‑ by giving thanks.  "I will praise God's name in song, and glorify him with thanksgiving".  Let me read several other passages that emphasize this important means as well for this is a theme stressed throughout the Scriptures.

"Cry out, Save us, O God our Savior, gather us and deliver us from the nations, that we may give thanks to your holy name, that we may glory in your praise."  I Chron. 16:35

On the occasion when the temple was being dedicated, we read these words, "When all the Israelites saw the fire coming down and the glory of the Lord above the temple, they knelt on the pavement with their faces to the ground, and they worshiped and gave thanks to the Lord, saying, He is good, his love endures forever."  2 Chron. 7:3.

"Save us, O Lord our God, and gather us from the nations, that we may give thanks to your holy name and glory in your praise."  Ps. 106:47

     Now we could go on and on with references from the Scriptures giving a similar message, but I think that we can see the major point from these.  It is natural for us to cry out to God when a difficult trial comes into our life.  When that natural disaster strikes, when unforeseen tragedy strikes our personal life, when family problems overwhelm us‑ we are all acutely aware of our smallness and inabilities at times such as these, and it is almost a natural response for us to cry out to God for help.  Just as a child comes running to his earthly father when the situation gets out of control for him, so the Christian calls out to his heavenly father when difficulties come into life.  And usually, these cries for help are personal, individual supplications which we offer to God.

     And God hears us, and he answers our prayer, and he delivers us from the specific problem that we have wrestled with.  Now, what is our response?  Do we return to the Lord with gratitude in our hearts, thanking Him for his love and goodness to us?  Or are we like the 9 lepers whom Jesus healed, who just went on their way rejoicing in their healing but forgetting to give glory to the healer, Jesus Christ.   We need to realize that giving thanks to God for his goodness to us is one of the ways in which we can glorify His name.  In fact, not giving thanks results in taking glory to ourselves for what God has done.  If we are facing a very difficult time, and we ask God for help, and he gives us that help and delivers us from our trial, and then if we go on in life as if we had really delivered ourselves, then we are actually taking credit for what we did not do rather than giving the glory to God who rightfully deserves it.  

     The mature Christian comes to the place where he is living a life of thanksgiving.  A mature believer can be known and seen for his thankful life – not just during the Thanksgiving season in November, but throughout the entire year.  People should be able to see by our attitudes in life that we are enjoying fellowship with God and being thankful for all that God has done for us.  Such living gives glory to God, for it recognizes Him for who He is and expresses appreciation for all that He has done.  

     Most of the trees look pretty barren at this time of year.  In the summer, they are filled out with rich, green leaves; in the fall, they show off their brilliant colors; but now, most trees look pretty bleak and stark.  But there is one type of tree that looks about the same now as it did 6 months ago.  It is the evergreen tree.  During the spring, when the other trees are changing dramatically, it remains pretty much the same.  During the summer, when the heat rises around it, the evergreen will remain green.  During the fall, when the others trees are dropping their leaves all around it, the evergreen will keep looking pretty much constant.  And even during the winter, when the trials of the cold attack it, the evergreen will continue to display its green branches to the world.

     The Christian's attitude of thanksgiving should be like that evergreen tree.  Yes, the daily routine of life changes.  There are times when life is much more difficult than other times.  There are days of sunshine, and there are days when the storm clouds hover.  Yet, God remains the same.  His presence and strength are with us in the storms as well as in the sunshine.  In fact, we often experience his delivering hand more in the trials than we do in the routine of life.  As we recognize him in our lives, and as we give him his rightful place, thankful for who he is and all that he means to us, we are giving glory to his name.  

     What is the chief end of man?  Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.  We will find ultimate fillfillment within only as we accomplish our created purpose‑ and in part, we can glorify God as we praise his name through words and song, and as we live with a continual attitude of thanksgiving in our hearts.
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