              FINAL GLORIFYING ‑ Glorifying God #9

     When Lee DeForest attended Yale's Sheffield Scientific School, he was very poor.  He lived in an unheated room, ate 15 cent meals.  He later would recall that he actually walked around his room barefoot to save the souls of his shoes, and stood almost constantly so he wouldn't wear out his pants.  But there was nothing poor about Lee's mind, and he finished the 4 year program in 3 years.  

     Then Lee enrolled for further study in a graduate program.  And it was here that he began to receive his first opposition.  You see, Lee was fascinated by electricity.  While his incessant conversation on electricity thoroughly bored his friends, even worse was the fact that his continuous electrical experiments were constantly blowing fuses, bringing great aggravation to the professors.  One night, the inevitable happened.  Right in the middle of an important lecture series at the University, suddenly all the lights in the auditorium went out.  Lee had done it again, and this time he was asked to leave the school.

     Lee moved to Chicago and continued his experiments in his apartment.  He set up his own laboratory and conducted experiments continuously.  One night, in the year 1900, he was operating a device that he had rigged up to transmit electricity without wires.  As he operated the coil, he noticed that the gaslight across the room brightened and dimmed in response to the sparking of the coil.  This was the insight that he had been waiting for.

     Soon, Lee had made a gas filled bulb.  Now he just needed some money, and he was sure that he would have a significant invention at last.  So Lee sent out some letters to some business men inviting them to be investors in his project.  Imagine his chagrin when he found himself in court on the charge of using the mail to defraud.  As Lee stood there before the judge with his little glass bottle with some wires coming out of the top claiming that this bottle could transmit the human voice across the Atlantic Ocean, the prosecutor didn't even need to argue his case.  Happily, for Lee, the jury found him not guilty of writing the letters with the intent of defrauding because they felt that he was just delusional, but the judge gave him a stern warning about talking money away from innocent people for a "worthless glass bulb" before Lee was dismissed from the courtroom.

     But even in the face of this discouragement, Lee DeForest did not give up.  Nobody had believed in him. His school had expelled him out, prospective investors had sued him, the judge had ridiculed him, his friends had forsaken him, he lived alone in his laboratory apartment.  But Lee knew in his heart that he had a mission to accomplish, and he would die if need be in the accomplishment of it.  

     We can be happy today that Lee DeForest was so persistent in achieving his dream.  For one day the world would finally recognize the value of that worthless gas filled bulb‑ the first radio tube.  From its development, a whole new age of electronics was born.  Radios, televisions, talking movies, and eventually radar and electronic eyes.

     Most great innovators in human history went through periods of their lives when they didn't have much support.  The course that they were pursuing was in uncharted waters.  There were many to tell them they would fail; few if any to support them to succeed.  And who knows how many creative minds in human history have stagnated because of discouragement.

     But then there are those like Lee DeForest.  People who have persevered to the accomplishment of their task.  These are the ones who are remembered as those making the most significant contributions for the welfare of the human race.

     So it is in the spiritual realm.  Our ultimate goal is to bring glory to God.  What is the chief end of man?  It is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever.  But we will only be able to achieve this goal as we persevere to the end.

     We have been looking at specific ways in which we can bring glory to God in our lives that are given to us in the bible.  We have already looked at 27 of them‑ Glorifying God by praising his name, singing, giving thanks, confessing our sins, living a life of faith, bearing fruit, honoring Jesus Christ, working for the expansion of his programs, participating in missions, testifying for the Lord, giving God the credit for what he accomplishes in creation, and in our own lives, by worshiping God, by worshiping him alone, by proclaiming his attributes, by giving him our offerings, by having proper attitudes in life, working for unity in his body the church, and by rejoicing in God, by having proper priorities, by believing God's word and living good lives, by enduring persecution, by humbling ourselves before God, believing that Christ died for our sins, accepting his redemption into our lives and proclaiming Christ's death to others.  

     Now we come this morning to the last 3 means of glorifying God in our study.  These certainly do not exhaust the Biblical subject of glorifying God, but they will finish our discussion of it.  This morning we would like to address the matter of the final glorifying of God, the glorifying of God that we accomplish as we endure and persevere to the end of our Christian life.  For God is glorified by his followers who don't give up, who don't fall by the wayside, who stick out their committment to him right up until the end.

     1.  First of all, notice with me the glory that we give to God when we complete the work that he has called for us to do.

     Paul wrote to the church at Thessalonica to instruct them concerning future events. In his introduction to the 2nd epistle, he openly tells these Christian people about his concerns and prayers for them.  "With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith.  We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ."  2 Thess. 1:11,12.

     One of the great truths that is taught by the Word of God is that God has created each one of us for a distinct and unique purpose.  God is a God of design and order.  As you examine every plant and animal that He has created, you find a purpose in mind.  There is the beautiful dependency and interdependency of the plant and animal kingdoms, each one fulfilling a purpose for the welfare of the entire environment.  And God has created each human being to fulfill a distinct purpose.  We all know this fact in our hearts, and we each have an inner drive to find meaning out of life.  Psychologists tell us that having a sense of purpose or worth is one of the most basic needs that every human being has.  If a man or woman comes to the place where he or she feels that life is totally void of any meaning or purpose, that individual is likely to become suicidal.  We have trouble living without meaning to life.  If a person is living without knowledge of his purpose in life, it is because he has not yet discovered that significance from God, for God tells us in his word that He has a distinct calling for each of his created children.  It is God's desire that each of his children complete his or her created purpose in life.  So then, the Apostle Paul had the confidence that he was praying in the will of God as he prayed for these believers in the church at Thessalonica that they each might fulfill God's created purpose in their lives.

     The supreme example of one who was dedicated to fulfilling God's purpose in his life is the Lord Jesus.  Christ had a very difficult mission to complete in life.  He was called to suffer greatly and finally give his life to pay for our sins.  Naturally, Jesus Christ recoiled from the thought of suffering and dying.  But at the same time, he recognized the significance of his part of God's plan, so he consciously dedicated himself to the accomplishment of God's will.  In John chapter 17, we find a great prayer that Jesus offered to God the night before his death.  Listen to Christ's satisfaction that is reflected in his words to the Father and then to a request which he makes in that prayer found in verses 4 and 5.

     "I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.  And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began."  John 17:4,5.

     Jesus Christ as he reflected on the eve of his crucifixion gained great satisfaction from the fact that he had accomplished the task for which he had been sent to this earth.  He had lived a sinless life, he had taught  people God's truth, he had healed the sick, even raised the dead, and now he was on the verge of giving his life for the sins of the world.  And he says that he had brought glory to God by completing this work.

     So it is in each one of our lives. As we dedicate our lives to the accomplishment of our created purpose, and as we endure hardship and struggle to the completion of that purpose, we bring glory to the one who created us for that purpose.

     2.  And this brings us to a second point which contrasts Christianity from so many other belief systems.  To many, death is the final enemy that we face and it is to be avoided at all costs.  Americans today will do almost anything, spend almost any amount of money, go through almost any procedure, just to find that fountain of youth that humans have been searching for throughout history.  

     Now the Bible admits to the ugliness of death.  God did not originally create us to die.  Death is an intrusion into human history brought on by the consequences of sin.  But Christ, in his victory over death on the cross of Calvary, brought new meaning and purpose to even death itself.  So that, now, the Christian can see in death a final stage for glorifying God.

     In John 21. Jesus was fellowshiping with the disciples shortly before his ascension back into heaven.  And he gave Peter an insight into what was going to happen to him later in his life.  The apostle John inspired by the Holy Spirit adds an interesting aside after Christ's prophetic statement to Peter:  "Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God."  John 21:19.

     It was about 25 years ago now that we learned that my father had a massive, malignant tumor in his lung.  The cancer had spread throughout the lymph glands, so there was little hope of his living more than a month or two.  Dad had served the Lord faithfully throughout his life.  We wondered at first why the Lord would take him at such an early age‑ 56 ‑ while he was at the peak of his ministry, and we prayed that God would spare him and heal him if that was God's purpose in His illness, to show his mighty and miraculous power.  But God assured us as we prayed that his purpose was to take dad home at this time, so our prayers gradually shifted to releasing him from this life and praying that he would be able to glorify God in his death.  One of dad's concerns was that when many died of his ailment, they actually supphocated to death as the lungs failed.  And those final moments were very unpredictable.  He didn't want to end that way.  He had served the Lord faithfully all of his life, and he wanted to end strong, still giving testimony to the Lord.  God honored his request.  I remember talking to the nurse who was by his bedside when he passed away.  She told me of the impact that his faith had on her as he passed on to his heavenly home.  As I preached his funeral sermon, I spoke from Paul's final written words recorded 2 Tim. 4:6,7‑  "the time has come for my departure.  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith."

     Now I realize that death can be unpredictable.  There are few textbook deaths.  But, as Christians, we need to realize that our final moments make an impact upon others that will leave a lasting impression.  My father's death will live in my life until I die.  And as we live our lives for the glory of God, I believe that we can also set our goal to die for his glory as well.  We won't all die as martyrs‑ as Peter did.  But we can glorify God in our deaths just as he did.  History is filled with examples of those to whom God gave special grace in dying as they prayed to be able to glorify him in their deaths.  What a wonderful way it would be to meet the Lord‑ just having testified of our faith in him to the end in our deaths.

     3.  But we would not have a complete study unless we move beyond the realm of physical death to a yet future time in which we will be able to glorify God together.  

     The Bible speaks of the church as the betrothed bride of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The parallels between the Jewish weddings of Christ’s day and the marriage of Jesus Christ and his church are unmistakable in the Bible.  In Biblical times, the engagement or betrothal was a solemn ceremony, as binding as the actual marriage itself.  Then, following the betrothal, the groom would go and prepare a home for his bride.  This time period also was used to demonstrate the moral purity of the pair.  After the home was completed, the groom would come to the bride's parent's home in a long and joyous processional.  The marriage ceremony would take place, and then a long, joyous wedding feast would follow.  Finally, the groom would take his bride to their home where they would live together as husband and wife for the remainder of their earthly lives.

     Now we see a very similar pattern in Christ's wedding to his church.  The betrothal has already taken place.  The church was called out by God on the day of Pentecost, the engagement ring of the Holy Spirit was given to every believer, and the church is now in the process of being completed during this age of grace.  As every new Christian is born again into the family of God, he or she is being added to Christ's bride, the church.  The engagement or betrothal is just as binding as the wedding itself, for Jesus Christ has committed himself to his bride, the church.  During this time when Christ's bride is being completely formed, He is in heaven preparing an eternal dwelling place for her.  Jesus said to his disciples in John 14:2,3; "In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I am going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am."  When the heavenly home is completed, and when the earthly bride is fully gathered, Jesus Christ has promised to return in joyous and triumphal processional to take his bride to his home in heaven.  We call this event the rapture of the church.  Listen to Paul's description of it in 1 Thess. 4:16,17:  "For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever."  The Bible goes on to tell us that there will be a joyous, celebration feast called the Marriage Feast of the Lamb which will commemorate the wedding between the Lord Jesus Christ and his bride, the church.

     Now listen to the words of the Apostle John as he describes this great event.  "Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting:  Hallelujah!  For our Lord God Almighty reigns.  Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory!  For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.  Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.  (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints)."  Rev. 19:6‑8.

     What a beautiful picture this is!  What a blessed event to anticipate for each of us who know Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord.  The day that we will finally see Jesus Christ face to face.  The day that we will finally realize in experience all of the blessings of our redemption.   The day that we will be transformed into that body which will never again know sickness or pain, sin or death.  The day that we will enter our eternal home in heaven.  And on that day, the Bible says that we will rejoice and be glad and give Jesus Christ glory.  On that day, I am sure we will sense our ultimate satisfaction as human beings.  We have been seeing that our chief end is to glorify God with our lives.  Part of our frustration here upon this earth is that we do this so poorly and inconsistently in this life.  But on that day, all our fleshly limitations will be removed.  Then we will be able to glorify him perfectly.
     What a privilege God has given to us.  He has created us for the purpose of glorifying him and enjoying him forevermore.  And then he has made it possible for us to achieve that created purpose as we glorify him in so many ways during this time that we spend on this earth.
     But then God has given to us the wonderful hope for the future‑ that for the Christian, the best is always yet to come.  For one day, we will realize all of the promises of our present engagement to Jesus Christ the son of God.  On that day, having completed our work for him, we will enter our eternal rest, and glorify God in our eternal relationship with Jesus Christ in heaven.
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