
FEARFULLY AND WONDERFULLY MADE 
PS. 139:13-16


FINDING PURPOSE IN LIFE #2

Not only had abortion become legalized and commonly practiced, but infanticide had also now become legal.  In fact, the government was promoting it.  Babies were considered to be a bother, a threat to the adult lifestyle.  So they could be killed, legally, even after they were born.  In fact, taking the lives of newly born children was encouraged, rewarded.  

We can only imagine the inner turmoil that Jackie and her husband had as they considered the world that their newly born son would grow up in, that is if he could survive at all.  Jackie had hidden for those last months when her pregnancy was showing, for it was such a shame to be pregnant in the world in which she lived.  But now that their new son had been born, so vibrant and healthy, she didn't know what to do.  For the pressure to put him to death would surely come.  And she and her husband had a different view of life.  They believed that God was the author of life and that he created each and every person for a unique purpose.  So Jackie carefully hid her newborn, jumping up from bed each night when he cried and racing over to his crib so that she could grab him quickly and cover his mouth.  But how long could she keep this up?  

We might think that Jackie's dilemma would reflect a futuristic scenario - something that might happen 50 or 100 years from now.  But Jackie's story is actually based upon fact, it  already happened about 3,500 years ago.  For it was in that small town of Goshen that Jochobed delivered a son to her family.  When he was born, it was illegal to bring a boy into this world.  The law required that she kill her son immediately.  But she had a different view of life than her government had.  The government leaders viewed children as a threat to their lifestyle.  Jochobed and Amram, on the other hand, saw children as having been created by God for a specific purpose.  So Jochobed and Amram risked their own lives to save the life of their son.  And one day, he would grow up to overthrow that very government that had tried to kill him.  Today, Moses is recognized throughout the entire world as one of the greatest leaders who has ever lived.

If a person is to find true meaning and purpose in life, that person must start with the moment of conception - for when the 23 chromosomes of the father join with the 23 chromosomes of the mother carrying some 15,000 genes from each parent, and when Almighty God takes those 30,000 genes like the letters of a divine alphabet and writes His book with them, creating a brand new life, every detail is already established to form a person who will have everything needed to carry out His divinely established purpose in life.  Whether the child will be male or female, body and personality type, intelligence, even color of eyes and facial features have been established.

We began last week a series focussing on finding purpose in life.  We saw at that time that finding meaning or purpose in life is a major concern of the majority of people in our nation.  In a recent poll taken of Americans in which they were asked what 1 question they would ask of God if they knew they could get an immediate and direct answer over a third of the people polled admitted that they would ask God what their purpose was here on this earth.  That’s twice as many people  concerned with what their purpose is than were concerned with whether or not they would have life after death or where they would go after they died.  Over 5 times as many people were concerned with finding some meaning to their life than were interested in how long they would live.  Finding meaning and purpose in life is the #1 concern for people in our land today - and Americans will do almost anything in their attempt to find meaning for their lives.

It really shouldn't surprise us that a nation that has devalued human life so much by legalizing abortion should have so much trouble now finding purpose and meaning to life.  For the search for purpose in life begins with conception.  A proper view of what life really is is essential to finding its ultimate meaning.  And the passage which we are going to look at today from Psalm 139 helps us in seeing God's creative hand even in a child's development in the womb.

Notice again the words of David the Psalmist as I read verses 13-16:

13  For you (speaking of God) created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. 14  I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 15  My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, 16  your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.

There are 3 truths found in this passage which are critical for our discerning our purpose in life.

1.  God directed the formation of each of us as we were developing even before birth.  This is critically important to see not only for the purpose of determining when life begins, but also for building a foundation of purpose and meaning for life.

There are 2 words which are key in seeing this truth - knit and woven.

*you knit me together in my mother's womb.  Knitting seems like it is quickly becoming a lost art.  But I can remember watching my grandma knit with fascination as a youngster.  She would have a ball of yarn on the floor at her feet and long knitting needles in both hands.  A third needle would either be on her lap or between her arm and side.  A pattern would be sitting on the end table beside her.  And those needles would click away as she wound that yard together.  You could see half of a sweater or wool sock that she was creating.  It is interesting that David speaks of God knitting him within his mother's womb.

*And he also speaks of being woven together.  This Hebrew term that is used here is also translated embroidered in other places.  It is the word that is used to describe the work of Aholiab who used blue and purple and scarlet yarns to embroider curtains for the tabernacle.  Embroidered work is delicately detailed - a snowflake like doily or dainty tablecloth.

Now when David uses terms like knit or woven under the influence of the Holy Spirit to describe human development he is describing a carefully crafted process of which God is in control.  By the time David was born, he had all the tools necessary for the task to which God would call him.  Even though he didn't know it as a child, David would have the coordination to be able to whip that sling and the keen eyesight that would enable him to strike the animals who would threaten his sheep, he would have the musical ear to enable him to play the harp with pleasing melodies, he would have the leadership personality to guide a nation through difficult times - all of these tools were given to him as he was knit and woven together in the womb.  God's purpose for his life was already being established.

2.  But let's move on to see a 2nd truth as well.  Each of us is a special and unique creation.  And again, there are 2 words which bring this truth home to our hearts.  I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
*the word fearfully is really an interesting word to be used here.  More than half the times it is used in the Old Testament it indicates a great terror or dread, being petrified.  It is also used of inspiring a reverential attitude or being astonished or standing in awe of something because of its mighty power.  The idea is that of being awestruck by some power that is terrifying.  Being frozen with fear as a lightening bolt zaps down from the heavens striking a tree a hundred yards from us, deafening our ears with the explosive clap of thunder, cowering in the basement as a tornado rips off the roof of our house right above us, these are the images that the word used here might bring to mind. We can see why David would choose a word such as this when we consider the magnificent power involved in creating life.  For thousands of years man has dreamed of being to create life - but the best that we can do is just facilitate the process that God has created.  As a human race we have been able to construct skyscrapers shooting up towards the clouds, we have been able to build nuclear bombs that can destroy whole cities in a moment, we have been able to piece together rockets that can soar to the moon, but we haven't yet been able to create life out of nothing like God does.  And we never will – because we will always have something to work with first.  The genetic engineer has a laboratory with delicate equipment to work in.  God began with nothing.  He simply spoke life into existence.  That kind of power is beyond our understanding.
*The second word is likewise most descriptive.  The word that is translated wonderfully here literally means to be separated or set apart or distinguished.  What an apt description of what happens when a child is conceived.  Out of the joining of an egg and a sperm a new identity is formed.  True, the new life begins totally dependent upon the mother and vitally connected with the mother.  But the new being quickly takes on a separate identity.  Within just 20 days, the little heart is formed and begins beating.  And that heart will continue to beat from that moment on throughout the entirety of his or her life.  In about a month after conception, the arms and legs begin to take shape.  In just another week, tiny fingers begin to form on the hands.  It only takes a couple of months for hair to grow and eyes to be formed to see.   A new, separate identity is already being established.

And when we consider the masterpiece design of the human body, fearfully and wonderfully made is certainly an understatement.  The brain with 10 billion nerve cells to record every sensory detail; the skin with more than 2 million tiny sweat glands (about 3,000 per square inch) to maintain a constant temperature; a blood pump in the chest to send this life giving liquid some 168 million miles every single day - roughly the equivalent of circumventing the earth 6,720 times.  A stomach with 35 million glands secreting juices that dissolve and digest almost anything that can be fed to it.  What an awe-inspiring masterpiece the human body is.  Every single human body is a unique creation that has been knitted and woven together by God himself.

3.  And this brings us to our final truth.  God created each of us for a specific purpose.  

*All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.
Now I want to read this again changing the pronoun while you personalize the significance of these words to you.  

*All the days ordained for you were written in His book before one of them came to be.
Before one of them came to be - before I was born and was just 1 day old - God had already ordained all of my days.  Before one of them came to be - before you were born and were just 1 day old - God had already ordained all of your days.  God had a plan for my life, and God knitted me within the womb as a unique creation so that I would have the tools necessary to accomplish that plan.  And God did the very same for every one of you sitting in this Sanctuary this morning.  This is the foundation for our purpose and meaning in life.

You see, when the average person says he is concerned with finding purpose for his or her life, he usually means that he is wondering whether or not there is meaning to life.  That is the wrong question to be asking.  The issue is not whether or not there is purpose or meaning to this life - that was already established before we were even born when God knit us together as a unique person in our embryonic stage.  We just need to find what that purpose to life is that has already been established.  And we begin to find it only as we recognize our unique creation and follow the path that has been laid out for us by our creator.  God is the one who has made us unique creations; He is the one who has ordained a plan for our lives; We must follow His plan if we are to find that purpose and meaning in our lives.

Augustin was a brilliant but miserable person.  He had been granted many privileges in life.  He had been born  in the premier resort area of the Roman Empire, for North Africa was the place where all the wealthy and famous retired in the 4th century.  Augustin inherited a keen mind and great capacity for passionate living from his father, Patricus.  His mother, Monica, was deeply pious and committed to him with an undying love.  Wherever he was in life, whatever he was doing in life, Augustin knew that his mother was praying for him every night of his life.   Augustin was given the best of educational opportunities.  He studied at schools in Madaura and Carthage.  Then he went on for graduate studies in Rome and Milan.  Augustin became such an accomplished debater that opponents cringed when they learned that they would be pitted against him.  He even became a teacher of Rhetoric which was among the most admired and sought after professions in his day.  Augustin was given ever tool that he needed to be the great church leader and theologian that he was to become before he was ever born, while he was still forming in Monica's womb, and he took those latent abilities and developed them to the place where he was respected and admired as a very successful professional in the eyes of the world.

But at a relatively young age, Augustin began to make some very poor decisions in his personal life.  He allowed his great potential and keen intellect to puff him up in pride.  He relished making lesser opponents look foolish as he vanquished them in debate.  And he allowed his sensual lusts to direct the course of his life.  Augustin began to live with a woman out of wedlock.  He tried to convince himself and others that he really loved her, but he would later admit that it was just his passionate desires that were motivating him.  He certainly didn't love her enough to give her the security of a stable marriage commitment.  Augustin and his live in girl friend even had a son.  He tried to appease himself by naming his son Adeodatus which means a gift from God.  But in his heart, Augustin knew that he wasn't following God's direction with his life - that his relationship was selfish, to fulfill his own lustful pleasures.  Augustin took his live in girl friend to orgies and drunken parties and caroused as often as he could.  But Augustin for all of his abilities and potential and training was a miserable person.  And he was making everyone else miserable around him.  He had no direction in life; he had no sense of purpose or meaning for his existence.  And he was plagued by the futility of his meandering existence.

One autumn afternoon in September, as he was sitting in an Italian garden, Augustin heard a voice within his mind say to him Take up my Word and Read.  He instinctively knew that God was speaking to him.  But this man who had run from God for his entire life to this point resisted at first because it had been years since he had cracked open a Bible.  The inner message was so powerful, however, that Augustin felt compelled to obey it.  So he got a Bible from his library.  He didn't even know where to start reading for it had been so long.  So he just opened up the Scriptures and his eyes fell on a passage from Romans.  Imagine his shock and surprise when he read from Romans 13:13,14:  Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy.  Rather, clothe yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.  

Augustin couldn't believe his eyes.  It was as if God had shone a huge spotlight on his greatest weaknesses in life.  It was as if God had highlighted his meaningless, existential existence.  It was as if God had thrown open the windows of his soul to expose his futility and emptiness.  Right then and there, seated under that garden tree, Augustin opened his heart up to God's redeeming love and accepted the Lord Jesus Christ into his life as his Savior and Lord.  Immediately his life was changed.

The first thing that Augustin did was make his living conditions right.  His friends saw the difference in his life.  Some of them also came to faith in Christ, but many others deserted him.  Augustin, however, wasn't bothered by all of the changing circumstances in his life.  For he had found something that was more precious than anything else he had ever experienced.  For all of his accomplishments, for all of his training, for all of his fame and recognition, he had always had an emptiness in the center of his life.  And now that void had been filled.

Augustin in time wrote many books.  One of them was his autobiography simply called Confessions.  In this book, he wrote a brief statement expressing the inner feelings of his heart.  He said to God, You have made me for yourself; and my heart was restless, until it found its rest in you.
God has created each one of us for a purpose.  He knit us together in our mother's womb with that specific purpose in mind.  Before we lived one day on this earth, God had already ordained all our days.  Having been created in the image and likeness of God, there is a place deep within each of us where we need to have purpose and meaning in life.  But we will only  find that meaning as we find it in the one who created us for His specific purposes in life.  Until we find the purpose that our creator intended for us, our hearts will be restless.  But when we do find that purpose that our creator intended for us, our hearts will find rest in Him.

Have you found rest in God?  Do you have a personal relationship with God through the atoning work of the Lord Jesus Christ this morning?  

Jesus once said, Come to me all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.
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