FAITHFUL STEWARDS OF TALENT – Ex. 4:1-5

Faithful Stewards #1


John looked like anything but an athlete.  His bowed-legs and droopy shoulders made him look almost comical when he stood beside other members of the team.  Worst of all was his crooked right arm.  No, you would never look at John and mistake him for an athlete.


Nor did John have unusual chances for success thrown at him in life.  His father who ran a small coal delivery business died when he was only 4 years old.  John’s mom went to night school to become a bookkeeper so that she could support her 4 small children.  Even when John eventually achieved some success playing ball in college, he was only drafted as an afterthought by the Pittsburgh Steelers in the 9th round.  They cut him without even giving him much of an opportunity to show what he had.  John just didn’t look like a ball player.  After he was cut from the Steeler’s squad, John had to hitchhike back to his home.


But John didn’t give up.  He knew that he had talent and he was going to develop it.  John joined a semi-pro team called the Bloomfield Rams playing for $6 a game.  After he had finished a season with them, a fan wrote a letter to the Baltimore Colts advising them to take a look at this young quarterback.


The rest as they say is history.  Johnny Unitas played professional football for 18 years.  When he finally retired in 1973, he held 22 records and 3 NFL championship rings.  Despite all of his physical shortcomings along with the many injuries that he suffered during his career including broken ribs, a punctured lung, knee operations and a torn Achilles’ tendon, many football experts say that he was the best quarterback to ever play in professional football.


When Johnny Unitas was inducted into the football hall of fame at Canton, Ohio, he made this statement in his acceptance speech.  “A man never gets to this station in life without being helped, aided, pushed and prodded to do better.  I want to be honest with you.  The players I played with and the coaches I had . . .they are all responsible for my being here.  I want you all to remember that.  I always will.”


John Unitas passed away a couple of years ago, but he will remain an example of what an under-achiever can do if he recognizes a talent that he has and works and works and works to develop that talent.


God gives certain natural abilities to every person who is born.  Everybody is good in an area where few other people are able to achieve.  In addition to natural abilities that we might have, Christians who have been born again into God’s family are also given spiritual gifts by the Holy Spirit.   It is God’s will that we work to develop the natural talents and spiritual gifts that have been entrusted to us.  The Apostle Paul wrote to young Timothy these words:


6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.  (2 Tim. 1:6,7)


We are going to begin a brief 3 part series looking at the necessity of being faithful stewards of 3 major resources that God has given to us in our lives.  In the 1st letter to the Corinthians, Paul reminded them:

2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that one be found faithful.  (1 Cor. 4:2 NKJV)


Webster defines a steward as one who has been entrusted with the management of the household or estate of another.  Amazingly, God has given to each of His children precious gifts as a trust.  We are responsible before him to develop and use these gifts as stewards.  During these next 3 Sunday mornings, we plan to look at 3 of these most precious gifts that God has given to each of us.  Next Sunday, the Lord willing, we plan to look at our time as a precious gift that God has entrusted to us.  The Sunday following that, we plan to look at our material possession that God has given to each of us.  Now this morning, we would like to look at the talents and abilities that God has entrusted to us.  So then, we plan the Lord willing to look at being faithful stewards of our talents, our time and our treasures.


I would invite you to turn to Exodus 4 with me this morning as we look at a man who truly was a good steward of the talents that God had given to him.  His name was Moses.


Moses was a man who had been born into an apparently tragic situation that actually became some very advantageous circumstances because of the providence of God.  Humanly speaking, Moses should have never survived his infancy.  The Egyptians had passed a law making it illegal to keep Hebrew male babies alive.  The growth of the Israeli people had alarmed the Egyptians.  From extra-Biblical evidence we know that it was actually an invasion by the Hyksos people that initially caused the Jewish trouble.  The Hyksos people were a foreign people who came from the Aegean Sea region and invaded Egypt in the 18th century B.C.  Because they had developed a more powerful war chariot and a stronger, laminated bow, they were able with their superior military technology to take over the Egyptian government even though they were a small minority.  It was these Hyksos people who first looked upon the Jews as a threat to them so they subjected Abraham’s race to slavery.  The Hyksos, of course, would have had no reason to honor any previous commitments made to Joseph.  After the Hyksos were thrown out of power after a rule of about 140-150 years, the 18th dynasty Egyptian rulers chose to continue this enslavement of the Jewish people.  Understandably, the Egyptian rulers were much more suspicious of foreigners now and a precedent had been set making the Jews serve as slaves so the free labor was too much to resist for them.  As the Jewish people grew in number and strength, a decision was made to pass a law making it illegal to keep a Jewish male baby alive.  The thinking undoubtedly was militarily motivated.  Men fought in the army during these ancient days.  By reducing the number of males among the Hebrews, they could weaken any military power that they might have.  This law was an immoral one, of course.  Happily, there were those who saw this and refused to obey it.  


Moses was born into this setting.  When he was old enough so that he couldn’t be hid by his mother anymore, a decision was made to put him in a reed basket floating in the Nile River.  Technically, this obeyed the letter of the law.  For every male Hebrew child was to be thrown into the Nile River.  In Moses’ case, his basket-boat prevented him from drowning as he floated in the Nile.  With his sister watching from afar, Moses was rescued by an Egyptian princess who had pity on him and took him to the palace to be raised as her own son.   In an irony that only God could engineer, the Egyptian princess hired Moses’ own mother, Jochebed, to be the nanny for Moses.  So Moses’ mother was actually paid by the Egyptians to raise her own son in violation of Egyptian law.


When Moses was about 40 years of age, he tried to identify himself with the Jewish people and become a deliverer for them in his own strength.  His attempt even involved the killing of an Egyptian foreman who was beating a Jewish slave mercilessly.  But Moses’ timing was not the Lord’s timing and his efforts just lead to his being exiled from the land of Egypt and forced into the occupation of shepherding for some 40 years.


Now at the age of about 80, God comes to Moses with the challenge to lead the children of Israel out of their Egyptian slavery.  This is now God’s timing for deliverance.  But having been exiled as a shepherd for some 40 years, Moses isn’t  sure that he is up to the job now.  Moses is filled with self-doubt.  His esteem is at rock-bottom.  So the Lord begins to work on Moses.  God, of course, knows that Moses has the ability needed to lead the children of Israel out of Egypt up to the Promised Land because God created Moses just for this purpose.  When God creates us for a purpose in life, He gives to us all the tools necessary to accomplish that purpose as we follow His guidance and rely upon His strength.  But Moses isn’t at all sure about those provisions when God first presents him with this challenge.  All Moses can see are his past failures and the lack of achievement that he has experienced to this point in his life.  I would invite you to see 3 steps that God used in bringing Moses to a place where he could use the talents and abilities that God had already given to him to do the job that God had called him to do.


First, God directed Moses to see what he already had as he asked him what was in his hand.  So it is that each of us must look at what has been given to us.

 
Notice what God said to Moses as this potentially great man of God hesitated and excused himself before his Creator.  READ Ex. 4:1,2:

EX 4:1 Moses answered, "What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, `The LORD did not appear to you'?"

    EX 4:2 Then the LORD said to him, "What is that in your hand?"

    "A staff," he replied.

Now I realize that the shepherd’s staff that Moses was holding in his hand was not part of his personal makeup, but I believe that there is a point that God is making here with Moses.  The staff was simply a long stick that every shepherd would have.  We have all seen staffs used a part of the props in a Christmas pageant.  Staffs were not an elaborate tool – the shepherd would just find one lying on the ground or whittle one from a tree branch.  But staffs were very important to the shepherd.  A staff was used as a walking stick, very important to the shepherd in leading his flock over the rugged Mid-eastern terrain.  And the shepherd would use his staff to reach out and touch the sheep, assuring them of his presence.  He would also use his staff to prod the sheep if he were trying to make them move in a certain direction.  Every shepherd had a staff.  It cost nothing and was an invaluable tool for him.


Now what I believe that God was trying to tell Moses something very significant in asking him the almost rhetorical question and what was in his hand.  You see, Moses already had many latent talents and abilities within him.  God had created Moses for the very purpose of leading the children of Israel out of slavery.  Before Moses was even born, God had chosen him for this task.  So God had developed Moses in the womb with every ability necessary to the accomplishment of this task.  And Moses had been trained in Pharaoh’s palace with the finest education available in his day as a young man.  The education that Pharaohs received was geared for leadership.  Moses had already received that.  So Moses had every physical tool and educational tool necessary for the accomplishment of the task to which God had called him.  Now Moses didn’t feel very adequate at this time.  But he was adequate.  In fact, he was more than adequate.  He was the perfect man for the job because God had prepared him for it.  Moses needed to see that he already had all of the latent potential necessary for the accomplishment of God’s calling in his life.  Moses had, as it were, all of the potential needed for the successful leadership of the Israelites out of slavery already in his hand.


Now this principle is important for each of us to see in our own lives.  God has created each of us to a specific purpose in life and he has already given to us the talents and abilities necessary to the fulfillment of that purpose as we allow Him to work in our lives.  So many times Christians spend their lives looking for something out there that they feel will make them to be more fulfilled and successful when God has already given to them everything that they need.  Now God expects us to develop these gifts and abilities.  Education is important.  Training is essential.  But the outside help that we receive doesn’t give us something that we don’t already have from God.  God has given to us all that we need.  Our responsibility is to be good stewards of that which God has already entrusted to us.  


But notice with me in the Second place, God demanded that Moses use what he had.  So we must also be willing to use what we have been given.


Notice with me in verses 3 and 4 that God asked Moses to do something with that staff that he held in his hand every day.

EX 4:3 The LORD said, "Throw it on the ground."

    Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and he ran from it. 4 Then the LORD said to him, "Reach out your hand and take it by the tail." So Moses reached out and took hold of the snake and it turned back into a staff in his hand.


Moses had no idea that the wooden stick that he held in his hand had miraculous potential.  But God knew that it did.  So God asked Moses to throw his staff on the ground.  It was only as Moses obeyed the Lord and threw the staff on the ground that it turned into a snake.  Now this miracle was going to be critically important for Moses, for he would perform this miracle over and over again for both the Israelites and even Pharaoh and the Egyptians in order to demonstrate his divine authority.  But the simple fact remains that the staff remained a staff in Moses’ hand until he obeyed God and threw it on the ground.  So Moses had to obey the Lord and use what he had before God blessed it and caused it to produce miraculous results.


Again the application is clear to each of us.  God has already exhorted each of us to use the gifts and talents that He has given to us.  READ Rom. 12:4-8:

4 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.


The question is not whether or not God desires that we use our special talents for He has already instructed us to do so.  And logic would even tell us that God wouldn’t have given us these abilities in the first place unless He desired for us to use them.  The question is whether we will actually obey God and throw our staffs on the ground.


Too many of us hide our lights under a bushel.  Now there are many reasons why we don’t use our gifts and Moses could relate to them.  We all feel inadequate to the task to which God has called us.  We all have a fear of failure or rejection.  We all are more content in our own little comfort zones where we feel more secure.  But we must realize that we will never reach the full potential that God has for us until we first choose the use the gifts that God has given to us.  We are responsible to do this as stewards for the talents that God has given to us.


But in conclusion, notice a Third point with me.  God reminded Moses of the motivation that he must have.  And we also must always remember that our object in developing our abilities is that others might be drawn to believe in God. 


READ Ex. 4:5:

5 "This," said the LORD, "is so that they may believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers--the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob--has appeared to you."


If Moses would have embarked upon this mission of leading the children of Israel out of slavery for his own glory, so that he might make a great name for himself, he would have been a miserable failure.  As we look at the context of his life, we find that this is one of the reasons why he was so hesitant to take on this task.  Moses knew himself.  He knew that he had already tried to exert influence in leading the Jewish people.  He had done this when he was only 40 years of age.  But Moses had failed miserably at this time because he had tried to use his talents in his own strength with the wrong motives.  The irony of Moses’ life is that he always had the latent abilities and talents but when he tried to use them in his own strength, he was a miserable failure.  But when Moses became willing to serve the Lord for God’s glory so that others might believe in Him, God brought to the surface talents and abilities in Moses that even he didn’t know that he had and Moses would eventually go down in history as one of the greatest leaders that this world has ever known.  Here we are some 3,500 years from when Moses lived.  But if you walk out on any street and ask people if they know about this man, many would be able to tell you his story.  There was a major, feature movie made for children not too many years ago that was centered around the life of Moses.  Do you think in Moses’ wildest dreams that he ever thought he would make the impact of the world that he did when God first presented him with this challenge?  But he was able to because he chose to be a good steward of the talents that God had given to him.  Moses chose to use the abilities that God had entrusted to him for the glory of his Creator so that others might know about Him and believe in Him.


God has given some talents to you that nobody else has.  God has done this because He wants for you to accomplish some things that nobody else is able to do.  Take an honest look at yourself.  See by faith the latent talents that God has entrusted to you.  Then tell God that you are willing to use these precious gifts for His glory so that others might believe in Him.  You will be amazed at what God is able to do through your life as you are faithful in the stewardship of your talents.
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