FAITHFUL STEWARDS OF OUR TREASURES

FAITHFUL STEWARDS #3 - 2 COR. 8:1‑9

     In 1845, a baby was born into the Douglas household.  His parents named him William.  William was raised by his parents to be very sensitive to the Lord's leading, and William received Jesus Christ as his personal savior while still a youth.

     When William was in his late teens, both he and his parents decided that it was best for him to go to another town to work.  They had heard of a factory hiring where the wages were much higher than any local job possibilities.  So William planned on Monday to make the journey to a neighboring town.

     As William sat in church that last Sunday, the Lord began moving in his heart to give sacrificially when the offering basket came his way.  Now, in order to understand William's struggle, we should realize that he only had 1 dollar to his name.  And while a dollar in the nineteenth century was worth far more than a dollar today, it still was not that much.  William decided that Sunday morning to give half of that dollar.  Later in his life, he would look back upon his being obedient to the Lord's leading in that moment as being the turning point of his entire life.

     The next morning, William went down to the train station to buy a ticket so that he might go and secure his new job.  To his dismay, he found that the ticket to the town where his factory was cost a dollar, and now he only had 50 cents.  At first, he began to question the wisdom of his giving that half dollar to the Lord, but instead of becoming angry with himself, he decided to buy a ticket to go as far as he could, and then he would figure out some way to finish his journey.  

     Imagine his surprise when he arrived at the town halfway to find a factory there hiring at $5 more a week than he was planning to receive at the other place.  William Lewis Douglas took this position as from the Lord and he decided that he would live on the salary that he had anticipated and save that extra $5 a week so that he might someday be able to start a business of his own.  In a couple of years, Douglas had enough money in the bank to start his own shoe manufacturing company in a small 30' by 60' shop that he rented.  He made 48 pairs of shoes a day and began to sell them around town.  By the end of his life, W.L. Douglas shoes were known nationally.  Over 4,000 employees turned out over 17,000 shoes every day which were sold in 117 retail stores spread throughout the country.  W.L. Douglas would also be elected governor of the state of Massachusetts, and would become one of the leaders of our country.  But when asked how and when his great career started, he would invariably go back to that humble scene in church, where as a young man he had only one dollar in his pocket, and when he was sensitive to the Lord's leading him to give half of it sacrificially.

     We come this morning to the 3rd area in being a faithful steward in our series on being faithful stewards.  1 Corinthians 4:2 reminds us that it is required of those who are stewards that they must be found faithful.  We have already seen that God desires for us to be faithful stewards in the use of our talents and time.  He has given to us any talents or abilities that we have, and He has given to us the time that we have here on this earth.  So the Lord desires for us to use these gifts that he has entrusted to us wisely as good stewards of them.

     Now we would like to look at the area of being good stewards of our treasures this morning, the responsibility that we have to be good stewards of our material resources.  And the basic principle is the same.  The Bible says that the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.  God owns everything by virtue of his creative and sustaining hand.  So everything that we own has been given to us on loan from God.  As Job said, we come into this world with nothing and we will depart from this world with nothing.  So then, everything that we have has been given to us by God‑ He is the giver of all good gifts.  We are responsible to be faithful stewards of these material resources that he has given to us.  How can we be faithful stewards of our treasures? 

     I would like to direct your attention to 3 truths concerning the proper use of our treasures found in 2 Cor. 8:1‑9.  Turn to this passage with me.

     The historical occasion out of which this scene comes is a time of economic disaster around Jerusalem.  Famine had shortened the food supply and had hiked the price of food.  On top of this, many of the Christians had suffered bitter persecutions that had swept them away from their homes and caused them to lose their jobs.  So then many Christians were in dire straights in and around Jerusalem.  Out of their concern and love, many churches from around the Roman Empire were giving to help support the church of Jerusalem during their time of need.  Paul uses this setting to give to the church at Corinth some instructions concerning being generous with their material possessions‑ the truths that he gives certainly are universal in application.

     Read 2 Corinthians 8:1‑9
2CO 8:1 And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 2 Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. 5 And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will. 6 So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. 7 But just as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us--see that you also excel in this grace of giving.

    2CO 8:8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.

1.  The first truth that Paul emphasizes reveals the source of giving‑ correct Biblical giving originates from the grace of God, and is a manifestation of God's grace in our lives.  Being faithful stewards of our treasures is an evidence of God’s grace in our lives.

     Paul both begins and he ends with this emphasis.  He begins by saying "And now brothers we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches." 8:1  That grace in the context is obviously the grace of financial giving.  He ends the first paragraph with the words "Just as you excel in everything, see that you also excel in this grace of giving."  8:7.  And in verse 9, Paul illustrates this grace of giving by using God himself as an example as he says, "For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich."  One cannot read this passage without seeing Paul's emphasis upon the fact that our generosity is a manifestation of God's grace in our lives.  As God works in our lives building character in every area, one of the areas in which his grace will work is in the area of our generosity towards others.  So then as we grow in grace, we will also express this growth in a very practical manner in giving to the Lord and to others who are in need.  

     Now every Christian is concerned with character growth and desirous of becoming like Jesus Christ.  This is an implanted desire that God puts within us by virtue of our new birth that brings with it a new nature.  We realize the potential that God has instilled within us and we each want to work towards the achieving of that potential. 

     So then, we each in our hearts know that while it is a manifestation of the old nature to fly off the handle in anger, we have the potential as believers to be able to act in kindness, even towards our enemies, as the grace of God flows through our lives.  Continuing expressions of violent anger is a sign of spiritual immaturity, while the expression of goodness in adversity is a sign of spiritual maturity.

     We each in our hearts know that while it is a manifestation of the old nature to worry and fret and to become obsessed with anxiety over every little detail in life, we have the potential as believers to be able to have the peace of God rule in our hearts and minds, as the grace of God flows into our lives through prayer and our faith depending upon him.  Living our lives immobilized by anxiety is a sign of spiritual immaturity, while the expression of inner peace even in the midst of severe trials is a sign of spiritual maturity.

     Now we have to understand this matter of generosity in a similar way to begin to see God's emphasis upon it in the Scriptures.  So often an attempt to raise monies for God's work is made picturing God as a poor, distraught administrator of His programs who is in heaven wringing his hands in concern and worry because His programs are going to die and fail if his people don't dig deeper and support them better.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  Christ did not say "I will build my church if there is a 10% increase in the budgets each year."  He rather said "I will build my church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it."  The emphasis on giving in the Bible is not primarily for the benefit of God, but rather the emphasis on stewardship of our treasures in the Bible is geared to a specific area of our lives where God's grace is severely needed.  And our obsession with this area shows how much His grace is needed in this area.

     We each in our hearts know that it is a manifestation of the old nature to be greedy and selfish, to hoard our things and not want to share them with others.  And some people go to ridiculous ends to hoard and save their money.  Perhaps you heard of the English lady who was named Beverly Brookes who lives in Camden Town, London.  She wanted one of those vanity plates that so many have as license plates on their cars.  But when she realized that she would have to pay extra for a vanity plate year after year, and that it only cost 25 pounds once to officially change her name in court, she had an idea to save herself some money.  Now she has a vanity plate, but her name is C826 TBD.  She actually changed her name to her license plate that had been given to her in order to have a vanity plate but also save the yearly fee.  It’s amazing the ends that some people will go to in order to save some money.  But the reason we find this so humorous is that we all have a tendency towards greed.  Now God's desire is for his grace to pour into our lives changing us and freeing us from the slavery of the old nature.  He desires to make us generous people, giving people‑ like He himself is.  And He knows that the most effective way to do this is by our giving on a consistent and regular basis. 

     Now God has modeled this grace of giving for us, For God so loved the world that he gave‑ and Paul uses this as an example.  "For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich."  8:9

     It is very interesting that the word used in this verse for poor is found only in this passage in the entire Bible.  It is the strongest word possible to be used.  It literally indicates absolute pauperism.  In other words,  God became so poor that he had nothing left to give to us.  He gave his one and only son‑ he gave everything that he could for our redemption‑ he truly gave in a sacrificial manner.  And we would think that this would be the case, for if giving is a grace that is a demonstration of great character, God having absolutely perfect character should have the freedom to be able to give to the greatest degree.  And he did.  He gave everything that he had willingly and voluntarily for our good.

     And for our continued good and growth he set forth a program that would enable us to gain victory over this root of selfishness that we have in our old natures.  So then, Paul begins by making sure that his readers realize that their giving is a grace of God.  God's grace is the source of Biblical giving.  As one writer so aptly put it, "Giving is not just a way of raising money, It is God's way of raising people."

     2.  But now there is a second truth that we must also see.  Paul not only states the proper source for giving, but he also states the proper spirit for giving.  READ 2 Cor. 8:3,4.

3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints.

     We are not being faithful stewards of our treasures if our giving is grudgingly offered out of a legalistic sense of duty, nor if our giving is forced upon us  by some kind of guilt trip.  Faithful stewards give freely from a heart of love to the Lord.  God loves a cheerful giver.


In his book entitled “Flashes of Truth”, James Duff says that there are 3 kinds of givers – the flint, the sponge and the honeycomb.  The flint gives in order to make fire but you must first strike it and then it only gives forth sparks and chips.  The sponge gives reluctantly but you must first squeeze it and the more you squeeze the more you get.  But the honeycomb just overflows with its own sweetness.  God desires for His people to be like the honeycomb.  As God’s grace pours into our lives bringing the sweetness of His love with it, God desires that we be channels of blessing to others.  But we all battle this because we all have a sinful nature that naturally tends towards greediness, looking out for our own interests.


I recently heard about A mother who was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin, 5, and Ryan, 3. The boys began to argue over who would get the first pancake. Their mother saw an opportunity for a teachable moment.  So she decided that she would use the situation to teach a moral lesson to her sons. “If Jesus were sitting here, He would say, ‘Let my brother have the first pancake, I can wait.’” the mother instructed her sons.  There was a moment of silence and then Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, “Ryan, you can be Jesus today!”

     Yes, the source of Biblical giving should be the grace of God.  But the spirit of giving is also important.  God desires for his stewards to give joyfully, voluntarily, and also with a keen awareness of what he loves and what is in keeping with his ordained program.

     3.  But we must conclude now with a 3rd truth.  God desires for faithful stewards of His treasures to have a heart that has already been given to him.  8:5 says "they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will."  It is God's system for a person's financial gifts to flow forth in love from a heart that has been already given to him so that God in turn can use the process of giving to build spiritual character into his child.  And it is vitally important that we see this for a couple of reasons.  First of all, perhaps you are here this morning as a visitor to our church.  And perhaps you haven’t been to any church for many years.  As you have been sitting here, you have been thinking "just as I have imagined‑ all the church talks about is my money."  Let me say to you right now that that is not true.  If you are not a born again Christian, we do not want your money, nor does God want your money.  God wants your heart.  God wants to give to you a new heart.  He has already given to you his son, Jesus Christ, who came to earth and died upon the cross for your sins so that you be become a new creation through his power.  God's primary concern for you and our concern for you as a church is your relationship with God.  We are concerned for you that you know him, that you have a living, vibrant fellowship with Him and that you have the assurance of eternal life after your life here on earth is ended.

     It is only after a person is born again into God's family, only after he or she has been adopted as one of God's children, that God then commits himself to refine and build character.  And that is where God asks his children to be faithful stewards of the treasures that He has entrusted to them.  God knows that we will never grow and develop as people if we remain bound and imprisoned by our own selfishness.  So he has first of all given to us the blessing of financial resources, and then he has instructed us to be faithful stewards of these resources and to give a portion of them back to him for his work.  And as we grow and develop in our Christian character, He sees that we are more and more able to handle greater financial resources without straying in our fellowship from him, and so he gives to us more and more‑ because we have proven ourselves to be faithful stewards.  

     In his book entitled "Tortured for Christ" , Richard Wurmbrand tells an amazing story.  While he was in prison, he was given a dirty bowl of soup every day and then an additional slice of bread every week.  Most in this tragic condition would be obsessed with self‑pity, but Wurmbrand was one who had walked with the Lord for years and his Christian character was strong.  He tells how that he began to be convicted that even in this condition he should be giving to others.  So after a period of prayer, he decided that every 10th day he would give his bowl of soup to a fellow prisoner who was in a weaker condition than he, and every 10th week he would do the same with his slice of bread.  In essence, he began to tithe of his soup and bread.  We would naturally think that his health would deteriorate with such a sacrifice, but he tells how that he actually became stronger, both physically and spiritually, as the Lord blessed him for his voluntary sacrifice.  And he had the privilege of being a powerful witness for Christ leading many to the Lord during his time of imprisonment. 

     When we consider the material resources that God has given to us, we each must ask ourselves am I being a faithful steward of them?  We had better ask ourselves that question now, because one day we are going to stand before him and we are going to answer to the one who has given to us everything and commanded us to occupy till he returns for us.  And as we commit ourselves to follow the Lord in this matter, we find His richest blessing upon our lives.  


God has given to us many precious gifts.  Among them are our talents our time and our treasures.  God has blessed each of us with special gifts and abilities.  We each can do some things better than anyone else can.  God has also blessed each of us with life, the time that we have here on this earth.  And God has blessed each of us with some treasures, an amount of material possessions that we control.  And God now says to us that it is required of those who have been given a trust that they prove to be faithful.  Are you being a faithful steward with your talents, your time and your treasures?
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